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elp:ction  law. 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA. 


Act  No.  152  of  1898,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  132  of  1900. 


AN  ACT 

To  preserve  the  purity  of  the  ballot  regulating  the  maDner  of 
holding  and  conducting  elections;  by  providing  an  offi- 
cial form  of  ballot;  by  prescribing  the  time  and  method 
in  which  nominations  shall  be  made  and  certified;  for 
providing  for  the  division  of  parishes,  cities  and  towns 
into  convenient  election  precincts;  by  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  officers  to  conduct  such  elections  and  de- 
fining tlieir  duties;  by  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  votes  of  electors  shall  be  taken,  and  the  count  and 
returns  thereof  made;  by  providing  for  the  punishment  of 
\  iolations  of  this  law,  and  repealing  all  laws  in  conflict 
with  the  same. 

Section  1.    Re  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the    Baiiots  to  be  fur- 
State  of  Louisiana,  That  all  ballots  cast  in  all  elections  except  peifse'*of  the*' 

State, 

as  hereinafter  provided,  and  for  delegates  to  any  constitu- 
tional convention,  or  upon  amendments  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution after  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-six.  shall  be  printed  and  distributed  at 
public  expense  as  hereinafter  provided.  The  printing  of  the 
ballots,  tally  sheets  and  cards  of  instruction  to  voters  and 
their  distribution,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  State. 

Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply    Provisions  of 

,  ••11.-  -J.  1         •  1    x«  £   ^  this  act  shall  not 

to  municipal  elections  in  towns  havmg  a  population  of  less  apply  to  municipal 

electionsin  towns 

than  2;500  inhabitants  or  to  anv  election  for  purposes  other  pf  less  than  2,500 

^       ^  inhabitants. 

than  the  election  of  public  officers,  except  elections  upon  propo- 
sitions to  amend  the  Constitution. 

Provided  further.  That  in  elections  not  hereinabove  pro-    m  such  elections 

,       ,.  ,.  ,  1     It   1       the  baUots.    etc.. 

vided  for  the  ballots  and  other  election  supplies,  etc.,  shall  be  to  be  f uimshed  by 

^  ^  the  Board  of   Su- 

furnished  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Election,  at  the  ex-  pervisors  at  the 

•^  ^  '  expense   of    the 

pense  of  the  Parish  within  which  the  Election  is  to  be  held.       p*"=*^- 


^^G^enerar.ej^..;...  .jj5^^2.  .Be  itiurther  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  general  elec- 

*tion  for '^cA^'lfn^ 'parish  officers  shall  be  held  once  every  four 

A^ears,  on  the  first  Tiiesdaj'  next  following  the  third  Monday 

of  April. 

Elections:  man-         Soc.  o.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  oflScers,  the 

place  of  holding  time  and  place  of  whose  election  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 

same. 

by  law,  shall  be  elected  at  the  time  and  places  provided  by 
law  for  the  election  of  Senators  and  Representatives. 

Notice  of  eiec-  That  is  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  at  least  thirty 
days  before  every  general  election  to  issue  his  proclamation 
giving  notice  thereof  which  shall  be  published  in  the  official 
journal. 

Notice  by  Board  "^^^^  Board  of  Supcrvisors  of  election  of  each  parish  shall 
of  Supervisors,  ^j^^  lif tecu  days'  notice  of  every  general  election  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  official  journal  of  their  parish,  if  there  be  one, 
and  by  posting  at  four  public  places  in  the  parish  if  there  be 
no  official  journal  in  said  parish.  But  no  default  by  the  Gov- 
ernor or  parish  board  of  supervisors  of  election  to  issue  said 
proclamation  shall  deprive  the  people  of  their  rights  to  hold 
an  election  as  fixed  by  law,  or  vitiate  said  election  when  held. 
.    .    ^  Sec.  4.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  when  the  seat  of 

Vacancies  m  the 

General  Assem-  ^ny  Senator  or  Representative  becomes  vacant  and  there  shall 
be  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  before  the  next  general 
election,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  within  five  days 
after  being  officialy  notified  of  such  vacancy,  to  issue  his  writ 
of  election,  directed  to  the  proper  supervisors  of  election^ 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  within  three  days  after  its  receipt,  to 
give  public  notice  that  an  election  will  be  held  to  fill  such  va- 
cancy on  a  date  to  be  named  by  them,  which  shall  not  be  less 
than  eight  nor  more  than  fifteen  days  after  the  publication 
of  such  notice,  such  election  shall  be  conducted  and  the  re- 
turns thereof  made  in  the  manner  required  by  law  for  general 
elections. 
T?i««f,«„  f^v.  S^c.  5.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  In  every  year  in  which 

den1,*°and^  v\Te"  ^lectious  are  to  be  held  for  electors  of  President  and   Vice 
President,  President,  said  elections  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  next 

following  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1900,  and  every  four 
years  thereafter  and  are  to  be  conducted  and  the  returns  made 
in  the  same  manner  as  herein  provided  for  general  elections. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  that  office. 


llie  State  Auditor,  shall  ascertain  from  the  returns  the  per- 
sons who  receive  the  .cjreatest  number  of  votes  actually  cast; 
and  the  GoTernor  shall  issue  a  certificate  of  election  to  the 
said  persons  and  they  shall  be  authorised  to  cast  the  vote  of 
the  State  for 'the  President  and  Vice  President. 

All   general   elections   for   Representatives   in   Congress    Representative* 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  next  following  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  1898,  and  every  two  years  thereafter,  and 
shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  elections  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  r>.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  In  case  of  vacancy  in  tie^'i)TRe^^resent^ 
said  office  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  between  the  general  gi^^^^  ^°  ^^^' 
election,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  by  proclamation, 
to  cause  an  election  to  be  held  according  to  law,  to  fill  such 
vacancy.  Elections  shall  be  held  in  the  precincts  and  at  the 
pollin.ir  places  hereinafter  defined,  and  herein  below  directed 
to  be  established. 

Sec.  7.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  all  elections  by    Pe»sons  havinsr 

'  '  •'  larirest  vote  to  be 

the  people,  the  person  or  persons  having  the  highest  number  «5e«J»i'ed  elected. 

of  votes,  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  elected;  but  no 

person  receiving  the  same  number  of  votes  shall  be  deemed  to 

be  elected  if  thereby,  a  greater  number  would  be  elected  than 

required  by  law.    The  election  for  such  officers  thus  not  elected 

shall  be  returned  to  the  people,  public  notice  of  ten  days  to 

be  first  given  in  the  same  manner  as  for  a  general  election. 

Sec.  8.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  elections  shall    Elections  to  be 

completed  in  one 

be  completed  in  one  day,  and  the  polls  shall  be  kept  open  at  ^ay. 
each  polling  place  from  the  hour  of  six  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon until  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Sec.  9.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  days  upon    Election  days  to 

be  legral  holidays. 

which  a  general  or  local  election  shall  hereafter  be  held  under 
this  Act,  shall,  for  all  pur^ioses  whatever,  be  legal  holidays 
in  the  localities  where  the  elections  are  held. 

Sec.  10.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the    Manner  of  pre- 

'  '  serving   order  at 

duty  of  the  chief  executive  oftlcers  of  the  police  force  of  each  po"'"*?  Places, 
city  or  town,  to  detail  a  sufficient  number  of  police  officers  who 
shall  be  stationed  at  each  polling  place  on  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion, to  preserve  order  and  to  protect  each  and  all  of  said  elec- 
tion officers  from  any  interference  with,  or  obstructions  in  the 
perforn)ance  of  their  respective  duties,  and  to  aid  in  enforcing 


the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  elections,  and  said  police  offi- 
cers so  detailed,  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Election. 
Board  of  Super-         Sec.  11.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  all  parishes, 

visors  of  Section ; 

how  constituted,  the  pfirish  of  Orleans  excepted,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
election  of  each  parish  shall  consist  of  three  persons,  viz.:  the 
Assessor  and  Registrar  of  Voters  of  each  parish,  ons  electt^d  by 
the  Police  Jury,  and  one  appointed  by  the  Governor  who  shall 
be  president  of  the  board.  That  in  the  parish  of  Orleans  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  election  shall  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers as  follows:  one  appointed  by  the  Governor  who  shall  be 
president  of  thje  Board,  one  to  be  the  Registrar  of  Voters  of  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  and  the  other  to  be  the  Civil  Sheriff. 

Election  officers.  '^^^  sevcral  Boards  of  Supervisors,  the  parish  of  Orleans 

excepted,  shall,  at  least  thirty  days  before  an  election,  appoint 
as  election  officers  for  each  voting  precinct,  three  commission- 
ers of  election  and  one  clerk.  Such  officers  shall  be  qualified 
voters  in  the  ward  of  which  said  precinct  forms  a  part  and 
men  of  good  repute  and  standing.  The  commissioners  shall 
be  so  apportioned  as  that  not  more  than  two  of  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  of  the  same  political  party. 
Duty  of  Board  of         ^^^'  ^^'    ^^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  the  parish  of 

feTsrSion^Jf  Orleans  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at 
least  thirty  days  prior  to  any  election  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners and  one  clerk  to  preside  over  the  election  at  each 
polling  precinct.  Said  commissioners  shall  be  qualified  voters 
in  the  ward  of  which  such  polling  precincts  form  part,  and 
shall  be  appointed  from  lists  to  contain  not  less  than  six 
names,  furnished  by  each  of  the  several  political  parties  and 
nominating  bodies.  The  commissioners  shall  be  so  appor 
tioned  as  to  equally  represent  all  the  political  parties  author- 
ized under  this  act  to  make  nominations  in  so  far  as  prac- 
ticable. 
Manner  of   ap-         ^^^'  ^'^-    ^^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  each  of  the  sev- 

a?"e?fh^  ponSS  era!  political  parties  (or  nominating  bodies)  having  candidates 

duties.°*^*°  ^"  (upon  the  official  ballot)  shall  be  entitled  to  one  watcher  in 
each  voting  precinct,  and  said  watchers  shall  be  appointed  for 
each  election  by  the  several  political  parties  (or  nominating 
bodies)  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors.    Said  watchers  shall  remain  without  ^the  (guard  rail) 


5 

durinj?  the  polling  of  the  vote,  except  when  casting  their  indi- 
vidual votes,  and  shall  not  be  permitted  to  electioneer,  engage 
in  anv  political  discussions,  or  in  any  manner  interfere  with, 
detain  or  obstruct  any  voters.  Said  watchers  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  (the  sfjace  within  the  guard  rail)  only  after  the 
closing  of  the  polls,  and  there  remain  thereafter,  within  (said 
guard  rail)  during  the  canvass  and  count  of  the  vote.  Watchers 
shall  take  no  part  in  such  canvass  and  count,  nor  have  any 
voice  in  the  conduct  thereof. 

Sec.  14.     Be  it  further  enacted^  etc.,  That  the  Commis-    Pay  of  Gommis- 

'  sioners. 

sioners  of  Election  shall  attend  at  the  times  and  places  desig- 
nated in  their  respective  precincts,  at  all  elections.  The  com- 
missioners and  clerks  shall  receive  three  dollars  for  each  day's 
actual  service  and  the  deputy  sheriffs  attending  the  election 
shall  receive  five  dollars  and  no  mileage  for  each  day's  actual 
service  not  exceeding  three  days,  to  be  paid  by  the  parish  or 
municipality. 

Sec.  15.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  commissioners    ?ower  of  com- 

'  '  missioners    to 

shall  possess  full  authority  to  maintain  regularity  and  order  ™^^°^^™  o^^- 
and  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  lawful  commands  during  an 
election  and  during  the  canvass  of  the  votes  after  the  closing 
of  the  polls,  and  shall  have  full  authority  to  preserve  the 
peace  and  good  order  at  and  around  the  polling  place,  and 
keep  access  thereto,  open  and  unobstructed,  and  may  require 
any  police  officers  constables  or  other  persons  present  to  com- 
municate their  orders  and  directions,  and  to  assist  in  the  per- 
formanre  of  the  duties  in  this  section  enjoined. 

Sec.  10.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Commis-    Power  to  com- 

'  '  mit  to  prison  dis- 

sioners  of  Election  shall  i)reserve  order  and  decorum  at  elec-  orderly  persons, 
tions  and  shall  have  power  to  commit  to  prison  any  disorderly 
persons  for  a  time  not  to  extend  beyond  the  hour  of  closing  the 
polls,  provided  that  said  person  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  be- 
fore being  conunitted  to  prison. 

Sec.  17.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  canvass  and    canvass  and 

n     ,       .     ,,  .,,..,.  .       ,     n,  ,       »  .         count  Of  baUots. 

count  of  the  ballots,  as  provided  m  this  act,  shall  be  begun  im- 
mediately upon  the  closing  of  the  polls,  and  shall  be  pro- 
(•rfH^ed  with,  without  interruption  or  delay,  until  completed, 
during  all  the  count,  three  tally  sheets  shall  be  kept  thereof, 
the  said  tally  sheets  shall  have  the  tallies  marked  in  red  lines 
from  the  beginning  to  ihe  erd  of  the  page  and  the  total  number 


of  tallies  shall  be  written  in  figures  immediately  after  the  end 
of  the  tally,  and  in  letters  so  as  to  prevent  any  alteration 
thereof.  Any  commissioner  or  other  person  who  shall  inter- 
fere with,  delay  or  attem])t  to  delay  the  count  of  the  ballots, 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  punished  as  provided  for  in 
Section  44,  of  this  act  and  any  person  who  shall  steal  or  at- 
tempt to  steal,  or  aid  or  abet  in  stealing  the  ballot  box,  bal- 
lots, tally  sheets,  poll  lists  or  other  apparatus  or  papers  of  the 
election,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony  and  punished  as 
provided  in  Section  44,  of  this  Act. 
Commission e  s  Soc.  18.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  prior  to  the  pub- 

not  to  make  stale-  ?  ?  ±.  r 

mept  of  number  of  lie  declaration  of  the  vote  at  an  election,  which  shall  be  made 

ballots,  votes,  ' 

pu°bii^c^^decia*ma^-  ^*  ^^^^  preciuct  as  soou  as  the  count  has  been  completed,  no 
tionof  the  result,  statements  shall  be  made  by  any  commissioner,  of  the  number 
of  ballots  cast,  the  number  of  voters  present,  the  number  of 
votes  given  for  any  person  or  for  any  officer,  the  name  of  any 
person  which  has  been  voted  on,  or  of  any  other  fact  tending 
to  show  the  state  of  the  polls.  Any  commissioner  who  vio- 
lates any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  punished  as  pro- 
vided for  in  Section  44,  of  this  act,  but  no  such  violation  shall 
in  any  way  invalidate  any  returns  of  the  votes  cast,  duly  made 
by  the  commissioners,  or  effect  the  title  of  any  person  who  is 
duly  declared  to  be  elected  to  any  office. 
Penalty  for  false  Any  election  Commissioner  who  intentionally  makes  or 

attempts  to  make  a  false  canvass  of  the  ballots  cast,  or  any 
false  return  of  the  result  of  any  election,  or  any  person  who 
''rduces,  or  attempts  to  induce,  any  such  commissioner  so  to 
.  do,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony  and,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  punished  as  provided  in  Section  44,  of  this 
act,  and  shall  be  fui'ther  disqualified  from  voting  at  any  elec- 
tion or  holding  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  this  State. 
Penalty  for  de-  ^^^-  ^^-  ^^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc..  That  every  Commis- 
atfnl  any^e'ie^SSn  siouor  of  election,  or  other  officer  or  person  having  the  cus- 
tody of  any  record  or  register  of  votes  or  copy  thereof,  oath, 
return  of  votes,  certificates,  poll  list,  or  any  paper,  document 
or  evidence  of  any  description  in  this  act  directed  to  be  made, 
filed  or  ])reserved,  w^ho  is  guilty  of  stealing,  wilfully  destroy- 
ing, mutilating,  defacing,  falsifying  or  fraudulently  removing 
or  secreting  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof,  or  who  shall  fraud- 
1  irntiv  vv.V{^  any  extra  entry,  erasure  or  alteration  therein, 


except  as  allowed  and  directed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
or  who  permits  any  other  person  so  to  do,  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  feiony,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  ac- 
cordance with  Section  44  of  this  act.  And  every  person,  not 
an  officer,  who  is  guilty  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  or  who 
advises,  procures  or  abets  the  commission  of  the  same,  or  any 
of  them  shall  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  44,  of  this  act. 

Sec.  20.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  bar-rooms,    Bar-rooms  with 

in  one  mile  of  PC  U 

cabarets  and  coffee-houses  and  places  where  liquors  are  kept,  i^»,  ^ooth  to 
witliin  one  mile  of  any  ward  or  precinct  where  an  election  is 
being  held,  shall  be  and  remain  closed  during  the  day  of  an 
election  until  twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  no  liquors  shall  be  sold 
or  given  away  on  election  day  within  the  above  specified  lim- 
its. Commissioners  of  election  are  hereby  authorized  to  en- 
force this  provision  and  to  call  upon  and  direct  the  police  offi- 
cers to  discharge  their  full  duties  in  every  particular. 

Whoever,  in  a  polling  place  has  in  his  possession  any  in-    Penalty  for  hav- 
ing intoxicating 

coxicating  liquor,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  disorderly  conduct,  Jiquor  in  polling 
and  the  Commissioner  shall  order  such  person  to  remove  such 
liquor,  or  to  withdraw  himself  from  such  place,  and  on  his  re- 
fusing or  neglecting  to  obey  such  order,  shall  direct  any  police 
oihcei-  or  other  person  present,  to  take  him  from  the  place  and 
confiiie  him  in  some  convenient  place  until  the  election  is  com- 
pleted. The  person  so  refusing  shall,  for  every  such  offense, 
be  j)unished  as  provided  in  Section  44,  of  this  Act. 

Ser-.  21.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the  Duplicate  voters, 
duty  of  the  commissioners  at  each  polling  place  to  keep  dupli- 
cate lists  of  the  persons  voting  at  such  polling  place,  which 
lists  shall  be  numbered  from  one  to  the  end;  and  said  lists  so 
to  be  liept  and  numbered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  signed  and 
sworn  to  as  correct  by  them  immediately  upon  closing  the 
polls  and  before  leaving  the  place  or  opening  the  ballot  box. 
As  soon  as  the  votes  have  been  counted  and  the  envelopes 
sealed,  as  herein  provided,  the  official  tally  sheet  or  sheets    Taiiy  sheets  and 

compiled  state- 

shall  be  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  commissioners,  and  the  ment  of  voters, 
said  officers  shall  make  triplicate  compiled  statements  of  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate  for  National,  State 
parochial  or  municipal  offices,  and  the  offices  for  which  they 
were  voted,  the  number  of  ballots  contained  in  the  box,  the 


8 

numb''»r  of  ballots  rejected,  and  the  reasons  therefor.  These 
compiled  statements  shall  also  be  sworn  to  by  the  said  com- 
missioners the  oath  to  be  administered  by  the  deputy  sheriff, 
or  on^  of  the  commissioners,  or  by  any  qualified  voter.  One 
of  the  aforesaid  tally  sheets,  to«:ether  with  the  poll  books  and 
one  of  the  said  compiled  statements  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  each  parish. 
Returns  to   be  The  Commissioners  of  Election  shall  forward  to  the  Sec- 

lorwarded  to  the 

Secretary   of  retary  of  State  one  of  the  compiled  statements  of  the  vote  at 

State  by  commis- 
sioners of  el ec- their   respective  boxes  or  pollina-   places,    with  the   name  or 

names  of  the  canuidales  voted  for,  one  tally  sheet  and  one  of 

the  duplicate  poll-lists,  vvhich  returns  of  the  Commissioners 

shall  be  retained  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  at  least  six 

months. 

To  the  Clerk  of  The  third  tally  sheet,  tooether  with  ballots  and  a  poll  list 

of  the  persons  voting,  shall  be  retunied  to  the  ballot  box, 

which  shall  thereupon  be  sealed  by  the  said  Commissioners^ 

and  the  said  ballot  box  containing  the  ballot^  and  t*\lly  sheets 

and  poll  lists,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of 

court  10  be  by  him  sjifelv  preserved  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

The   Board   of  >Supervisora  of  each   parish   shall,  within 

Compilation   by  "^  ' 

the  Board  of  Su-  three  days  after  the  closinp^  of  the  polls,  repair  to  the  court- 

pervisors  and  their  *  r^  i  y        r 

retar?  S  s?a?e^^"  ^louse  of  the  parish  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  three 
voters,  and  as  many  others  as  may  desire  to  be  present  make 
a  true  compiled  statement  as  shown  by  the  face  of  the  sworn 
returns  of  the  Commissioners  in  triplicate,  of  the  result  of  said 
election,  and  make  public  proclamation  of  such  result,  which 
compiled  statement  shall  be  sworn  to  before  some  other  offi- 
cer competent  to  administer  an  oath. 

One  of  the  said  triplicate  compiled  statements  shall  be 

forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  to  the  clerk  of  the 

District  Court,  and  the  third  shall  be  retained  by  said  Board 

of  Supervisors. 

Separate  state-         "^^^  Board  of  Supervisors  shall  make  out  a  separate  com- 

Gov^l'rno^?'an'd  piled  Statement  of  the  vote  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 

•raSr  "^'^^    ^°^"  ernor,  which  shall  be  sworn  to  before  some  officers  competent 

to  administer  oath,  and  this  compiled  statement,  sealed  in 

a  separate  envelope  and  properly  marked  and  attested  by  the 

Board  of  Supervisors,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  and  shall  constitute  the  returns  contemplated  by  Ar- 


tide  02,  of  the  Constitution.  Any  Board  of  Supervisors  or 
any  member  thereof  who  shall  fraudulently  and  intentionally 
n^ake  a  false  or  incorrect  compiled  statement  as  above  pro- 
vided of  the  said  vote  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony,  and, 
«n  conviction  thereof,  shall  b^  punished  by  imprisonment  at 
bard  labor  for  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Pec.  22.    TJe  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the    Transmission  of 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  themselves,  or  at  least  two  of  them,  oV"cour°  ^al^d 
to  carry  returns  and  ballot  boxes  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  visors. 
ai  d  Clerk  of  Court,  as  required  by  law;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
#f  the  sheriff  to  have  at  each  pollino;  place  one  deputy  sheriff, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  obey  orders  of  the  said  officers  of 
electi(jn  and  attend  the  transmission  of  the  ballot  boxes  and 
returns  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  Clerk  of  Court. 

Sec.  23.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Clerk  of  the    Bauot  boxes  to 

be   received    anfi 

Court  shall  receive  the  boxes  containins:  the  ballots  cast  at  kept  by  cierk  of 

"  Court. 

any  election,  and  the  other  papers  herein  provided  for  sealed 
as  herein  above  provided  and  shall  retain  them  in  his  care  for 
six  months,  and  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter  said  officer  shall 
cause  the  ballots  to  be  destroyed  without  examining  them  or 
permitting  then)  to  be  examined  by  any  person  whatsoever, 
and  shall  make  an  entry  in  the  records  of  his  office  that  they 
have  been  so  destroyed. 

Sec.  24.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the    compilation  and 

J  promulgation   of 

dntv  (»f  the  Secretarv  of  State,  or  in  default,  the  Auditor,  not  returns  by  secre- 

^  '  '  tary  of  State. 

less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  days  after  the  day  of  hold- 
ing an  election  to  compile  the  returns  transmitted  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  each  parish  and  publish  in  the  official 
journal  the  names  of  all  the  candidates  voted  for,  and  the 
number  of  votes  actually  cast  for  each,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns and  to  declare  the  person  receiving  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  cast  for  the  office  for  which  such  person  was  a  candi- 
date, to  have  been  duly  elected.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  or 
Auditor,  should  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  compile  the  re- 
turns of  the  election  and  publish  the  result  as  above  provided 
for,  or  if  he  should  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  count  any 
votes,  as  shown  by  the  returns  or  should  erase,  alter  in  any 
manner  or  change  any  return,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
felony,  and  iiy)on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  less  than  one  thousand  (?1,000)  dollars  and  by  imprison- 
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ment  at  liaid  labor  for  not  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  ten 
years. 
Commissions  to  ^oc.  25.    Tie  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  is  shall  be  the 

be   issued  by  the 

Governor  to  offl-  dutv  of  the  Governor  not  less  than  thirty  days  after  each  ven- 
eers elected.  ^         ./  » 

eral  election,  to  issue  commissions  to  all  ollllcers  shown  by  the 
compilations  of  the  returns  as  above  provided  for,  to  have  been 
elected  except  Governor,  Lien  tenant  Governor,  or  members  of 
the  General  Assembly. 
Compilation  of  Stc.  2«).    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  as  soon  as  pos- 

returns  for  Repre-  '  ^ 

Iress.*^^^^^  ^"  ^^^'  i^ible,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  making  the  returns 
of  the  election  for  representative  in  Congress,  the  Governor, 
jointly  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General, 
shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  each 
candidate  for  Kepreseutative  in  Congress  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  form  of  prop- 
erly attested  compiled  statements  from  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  each,  parish  in  the  respective  congressional  districts. 
The  Secretary  of  State  shall  enter  on  record  a  certificate  show- 
ing the  persons  who  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
actually  cast  for  representative  in  Congress  in  each  congress- 
ional district.  This  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  one  copy  thereof,  signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  person  Ihus  ascertained  to  have  been  elected,  and 
another  copy  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  clerk 
thereof. 
Transmission  of  ^ec.  27.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the 

eilction*^?o  c!e?k  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  Clerk  of  the 

of  the   House    of  '' 

Representatives.  Housc  of  Reiesentatives  and  Secretary  of  the  Senate  respec- 

and  Secretary  of 

the  Senate.  tivcly  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  list  of  the  names  of 

such  persons  as  according  to  the  returns  as  shall  have  been 
elected  to  either  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  as  shown  by 
the  returns. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  enter  upon  the  rolls 
of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  respectively  the  names  of  per- 
sons duly  elected  to  represent  the  respective  parishes  and  Sen- 
atorial districts.  And  those  Representatives  and  Senators 
whoso  names  are  placed  by  the  Clerk  and  Secretary  respec- 
tively, in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  no 
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others  shall  be  competent  to  organize  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiAOS  or  Senate. 

Sec.  28.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  various   .Bauot  boxes  and 

tickets  to  be  sent 

Boards  of  Supervisors  shall  j^rovide  and  send  to  the  commis-  precinct^  voting 
sioners  of  each  precinct  before  time  fixed  herein  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  any  election,  the  ballot  boxes 
and  tickets  required  by  law  to  be  used.  At  the  opening  of  the 
poll  in  each  ])recinct,  and  before  any  ballots  are  received,  the 
ballot  boxes  shall  be  publicly  opened  and  shown  to  be  empty, 
and  the  commissioners  shall  by  personal  examination,  ascer- 
tain that  the  same  is  empty,  after  which  the  box  shall  immedi- 
ately be  locked  or  fastened,  and  the  key  delivered  to  the  deputy 
sheriff  attendant.  The  ballot  box  shall  not  be  removed  from 
public  view  after  it  is  so  shown  to  be  empty  until  all  ballots 
have  been  removed  therefrom  and  the  box  has  been  relocked  or 
sealed.  No  ballot  shall  be  removed  from  the  ballot  box  in  any 
precinct  while  the  polls  are  open. 

Sec.  20.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  everv  ballot 

'  "  Regulations  rela- 

box  shall  be  provided  with  a  sufficient  lock  and  key,  and  with  Jq^Is^^  baiiot 
an  opening  in  the  lid  large  enough  and  not  larger  than  may 
be  necessary  to  allow  a  single  folded  ballot  to  be  easily  passed 
through  such  opening  into  the  box.  Each  such  box  shall  be 
large  enough  to  receive  and  hold  all  ballots  which  may  be  law- 
fully deposited  therein  at  any  election. 

Sec.  30.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Secretary  of    Blanks  to  be  fur- 
State  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  provide  envelopes,  ?etar?  oVs1ia1;^e 

form  of  sanae. 

blank  statements,  blank  affidavits  and  all  necessary  blank 
forms  for  use  by  the  commissioners  at  each  polling  place,  in 
the  conduct  of  the  election  count  and  canvass  and  return  of 
the  vote  cast  at  each  election,  and  upon  any  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  or  other  question  submitted  to  the 
voters.  Said  blank  .forms  shall  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  shall  be  used  in  ascertaining  the  result  of  such  elec- 
tion, and  such  result  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  here- 
inafter provided. 

All  tallv  sheets  and  forms  for  compiled  statements  herein    Form  of  taiiy 

sheets. 

provided  for,  shall  be  ruled  at  the  bottom,  by  at  least  six  lines, 
and  partially  blank,  and  partially  printed  in,  as  folows: 
(Blank:  (Printed  in)  (Blank)  (Printed  in) 

J(;hn  Doe,  Commissioner  for  Democratic  party. 
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Couimissioner  for .  party 

ObniDiissioner  for  party 

(Printed  in)  (Blank)  (Printed  in). 

Sworn  to  and  signed  before  me,  elohn  Doe. 

Commissioners  by majority of  the  Commis- 
sioners servino;  at  this poll  and  by  me  sworn  to  and 

signed  as  true  and  correct  this day  of . 189 . . 

(Blank)  (Printed  in). 

John  Doe,  Presiding  Commissioner. 

So  as  to  reqiiire  and  provide  for  proper  attestations  to 
every  snch  tally  slieet  or  comi)iled  statement. 
Elections  in  S^<".  31.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  parishes  and 

towns    and  par-  .        .  .    . 

ishes.  m  towns  of  less  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  the  officer 

whose  duty  it  is  to  designate  and  appoint  polling  places  shall 
erect,  in  front  of  each  polling  place  barriers,  enclosing  a  space 
at  least  thirty  feet  square.  Each  such  enclosed  place  shall 
contain  a  table  or  shelf  of  convenient  height  for  writing,  and 
shall  be  furnished  with  such  supplies  and  conveniences  includ- 
ing black  ink,  blotting  paper,  and  pencils  having  black  lead 
only,  as  well  as  enable  the  voters  to  conveniently  prepare  their 
ballots  for  voting. 
Provisions  in  ^*'C-  32.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  if  for  any  cause 

use^state^  blanks^  it  shall  become  impossible  at  any  such  election,  or  in  taking 
any  such  vote,  to  make  use  of  the  State  blanks,  the  canvass  of 
the  votes  shall  be  made  as  the  Commissioner  shall  direct,  they 
shall  make  a  record  of  the  facts  pertaining  thereto,  and  return 
an  attested  cop\  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Deiirery    of  Sec.  88.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Boards  of 

blanks  to  commis- 
sioners. Sufjervisors  shall  send  the  State  blanks  to  the  Commissioners 

of  each  precinct  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the 
polls  on  the  day  of  election. 
Chauenges.  See.  34.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  when  in  any 

election  the  right  of  any  person  offering  to  vote,  is  challenged 
for  any  cause  recognized  by  law,  the  Commissioners  shall  re- 
quire the  name,  occupation,  age  and  residence  of  the  person 
offering  to  vote.  The  Commissioners  shall  examine  such  per- 
son ofTering  to  vote  upon  his  oath,  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
Commissioners  then  present  are  satisfied  that  such  applicant 
is  a  legal  voter  of  said  ward  and  precinct,  they  shall  permit 
him  to  vote,  but  in  all  cases  such  persons  so  offering  to  vote 
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must  establish  his  identity  and  right  to  vote  by  the  written 
affidavit  of  two  bona  fide  residents  of  the  said  ward  and  pre- 
cinct. Such  affidavit  to  be  taken  before  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  same;  provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this 
section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  permit  Commissioners  to 
receive  any  vote  which  by  law  they  are  required  to  refuse. 
Said  affidaAits  shall  be  placed  in  the  ballot  box. 

Challengers  to  the  number  of  not  more  than  one  for  each 
political  party  or  nominating  body  shall  be  permitted  to  re- 
main just  outside  the  guard  rail  of  each  polling  place,  and 
where  they  can  plainly  see  what  is  done  within  such  rail  out- 
side the  voting  booths  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  the 
polls. 

Sec.  35.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Eegistrar  of  Voters  or  other  registering  officers  of  ea  voters, 
each  parish  to  deliver  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  each 
parish,  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before  the  day  and  time 
fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  polls  therein,  the  list  of  the  voters 
registered    for    each    precinct    and    polling    place,    securely 
wrapped,  sealed  and  marked;  the  list  shall  contain  the  number 
of  the  registration  place  of  residence,  age,  race  and  occupation 
of  each  voter  in  the  election  precinct  where  the  polling  place 
is  situated  and  shall  be  certified  by  the  Registrar  of  Voters  to 
be  correct,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to 
check  the  name  of  each  voter  who  is  about  to  vote,  upon  said 
list;  any  Registrar  of  Voters  or  other  registering  officer  who 
shall  neglect,  fail  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duty  above  im- 
posed, of  furnishing  the  list  as  aforesaid  for  any  precinct,  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $500  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  three  nor 
more  than  twelve  months.    .Vnd  no  person  shall  vote  at  any 
election  whose  name  has  not  been  previouslv  placed  on  such 

"    ^  A-tldavlt  to  be 

list,  nor  until  the  Commissioners  find  and  check  his  name  m  vie  in  case  name 

'  is  omitted, 

thereon;  provided,  that  no  legal  voter  shall  be  denied  the  right 
because  his  name  has  been  accidentally  omitted  from  said  list, 
or  incorrectly  written  or  printed  thereon;  provided,  further, 
that  any  voter  whose  name  has  been  so  accidentally  omitted 
therefrom,  shall  make  affidavit  in  writing  to  that  effect,  before 
said  Commissioners,  and  said  affidavit  shall  be  preserved  as 
part  of  the  election  returns  and  be  enclosed  in  the  box  pro- 
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vided  for  the  return  of  the  ballots.    It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  Supervisors  to  transmit  to  the  Commissioners  of  Elec- 
tion at  each-precinct,  and  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  opening 
of  the  polls,  the  poll  book  provided  for  such  precinct. 
Information   to  ^^'^■-  '*'^-    ^*^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  whenever  any 

sons^^JffeHnJ'To'P^^'^^^  offers  to  voto,  he  shall  give  his  name,  residence,  occu- 
pation and  registration  paper,  if  %uch  be  required  by  law,  to 
the  Commissioners,  one  of  whom  shall  thereupon  announce 
the  same  in  a  loud  and  distinct  tone  of  voice,  clear  and  audible, 
and  if  the  same  are  found  upon  the  poll  book  by  the  Commis- 
sioner having  charge  thereof,  he  shall,  in  a  loud  and  distinct 
tone  of  voice,  clear  and  audible,  repeat  the  same  and  the  same 
being  checked,  the  voter  shall  be  allowed,  his  name  being  en- 
tered' upon  the  poll  list,  to  cast  his  vote. 

The  Commissioners  in  charge  of  the  poll  list,  the  box  and 
the  poll  books  respectively  shall  be  of  different  political  par- 
ties or  factions,  so  far  as  practicable. 
Election  pre-  ^^c.  37.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  Elections  shall  be 

piacS.*"^  poiiingr  -^^^^  .^^  ^^^q  precincts  and  at  the  polling  places  as  hereinafter 
defined  and  herein  below  directed  to  be  established. 

Sec.  38.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  each  police  jury 
ward  in  every  parish  of  the  State,  except  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
and  except  in  the  case  of  the  division  thereof  as  hereinafter 
provided,  is  fixed  as  an  election  precinct  and  they  shall  be 
numbered  as  such.  The  police  juries  of  the  several  parishes 
shall  direct  what  number  of  polls  shall  be  established  in  each 
ward  above  constituted  as  an  election  precinct;  provided,  if 
more  than  one  polling  place  be  established  in  any  one  police 
jury  ^ard.  then  the  Police  Jury  shall  divide  the  ward  geo- 
graphically as  nearly  equal  as  possible,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  polls  established,  and  so  arranged  as  to  contain  not 
more  than  four  hundred  voters  as  nearly  as  practicable  as 
shown  in  the  preceding  registration,  and  shall  define  the  limit 
within  the  ward  for  which  each  poll  is  established,  and  said 
subdivision  of  the  ward  in  such  case  shall  be  each  an  election 
precinct.  In  the  Parish  of  Orleans  each  sub-division  of  each 
ward  thereof  to  be  made  as  therein  provided,  shall  constitute 
an  election  precinct  and  they  shall  be  numbered  consecutively 
in  each  ward,  commencing  at  the  river  and  running  back  to 
the  rear  boundary  of  the  ward.    (Act  132  of  1900.) 

Sec.  39.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  The  Police  Juries  as 
above  provided,  shall  establif^h  as  many  precincts  and  polling 
places  in  their  respective  parishes  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
in  order  to  carry^  out  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section, 
provided,  that  there  shall  ne^er  be  less  than  one  precinct  and 
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polling  place  in  each  police  jury  ward;  and  provided  that 
when  more  than  one  polling:  place  is  established  in  any  one 
police  jury  ward  the  ward  shall  be  divided  as  above  stated 
and  Pii(h  subdivision  of  said  police  jury  ward  shall  be  an 
election  precinct,  and  the  precinct  shall  be  numbered  consec- 
utively from  one  to  the  end  in  each  ward.  That  when  said 
polling  places  and  precincts  are  established  they  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  the  official  proceedings  of  the  police  jury.  The  pre- 
cinct*^ and  polling  places,  or  any  one  of  them,  once  estab- 
lished under  this  act,  shall  .not  be  changed  except  by  a  vote 
of  the  police  jury  given  in  favor  of  said  change,  and  then  not 
within  three  months  prior  to  a  general  election.  (Act  132 
of  1900.) 

Sec.    40.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Citv  Govern-    city  government 

of    New    Orleans 

ment  of  New  Orleans  shall  by  ordinance  within  sixty  days  ^o^Ji^i^e  city  into 

-'  •'  "^election    pre- 

after  the  passage  of  this  act  divide  the  said  city  into  election  c^^cts 
precincts  within  the  different  wards  and  for  that  purpose,  by 
ordinance  to  arrange  the  boundaries  of  the  ward  as  may  be 
deemed  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  election 
precincts,  which,  when  established,  shall  be  the  boundaries  of 
the  wards;  each  of  said  precincts  to  be  composed  of  contiguous 
squares  and  each  precinct  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  contain  not 
more  than  400  voters  as  nearly  as.  practicable  as  shown  in  the 
next  preceding  registration;  they  shall  establish  one  polling 
place  only  in  each  precinct,  and  shall  establish  precincts  in 
each  ward,  and  shall  cause  to  be  published  an  accurate  de- 
scription of  the  ward  boundaries  and  election  precincts  above 
referred  to  within  ten  days  before  any  election;  they  shall,  by 
publication  in  three  daily  newspapers,  give  notice  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  polling  places  in  each  precinct,  which  polling  places 
shall  be  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  the  centre  of  the  precinct 
the  boundaries  and  precincts  to  be  fixed  as  above,  not  to  be 
(hanged  within  three  months  prior  to  any  general  election. 

Sec.  41.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  if  any  person    penalty  for  ob- 
shall  wilfully  disobey  any  lawful  command  of  the^'Commis-  fng"or"de?ly^in? 
sioners  and  shall  Avilfully  and  without  lawful  authority  ob-  '°*''  ^*^*®'^' 
struct,  hinder  or  delay  any  voter  on  his  way  to  any  polling 
place  where  an  election  is  to  be  held,  or  while  he  is  exercising 
or  attempting  to  exercise  the  right  of  voting,  or  shall  aid  or 
assist  in  such  obstruction  or  delay,  he  shall  be  punished  in 
accordance  with  Section  44,  of  this  agt. 

Sec.  42.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  whoever  knowing    penaityforcast- 

.■..,.  .  ,.r.     -.       .  1      J.  .ij.    n  J.  X    injf  Illegal   votes. 

that  he  is  not  qualified  at  an  election  wilfully  votes,  or  at-  ete. 
tempts  to  vote,  or  whoever  so  votes  or  attempts  to  vote  more 
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than  once  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  that  of  any  other  per- 
son, or  in  an  assumed  name,  or  whoever  so  votes  or  attempts 
to  vote  in  more  than  one  voting  precinct;  or  whoever  wilfully 
aids  or  abets  any  one  not  legally  qualified  in  voting  or  attempt- 
ing to  vote  at  an  election,  or  whoever  shall  have  in  his  posses- 
sion the  registration  paper  of  another  or  whoever  with  intent 
to  cheat  or  defraud,  alters  any  ballot  at  any  election  and  who 
ever  with  such  intent,  removes  any  ballot  from  such  ballot 
box;  or  whoever  shall  forge,  imitate  or  counterfeit  or  falsely 
make  or  alter,  or  shall  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  imitated, 
altered,  forged  or  counterfeited,  or  shall  aid  or  assist  in 
falsely  making,  imitating,  altering,  forging  or  counterfeiting 
any  ballot  or  part  thereof  herein  provided  for  or  shall  utter  or 
publish  as  true  any  such  false,  altered,  forged,  imitated  or 
counterfeited  ballot,  or  shall  procure  same  to  be  altered,  or 
published  as  true,  knowing  same  to  be  false,  altered,  forged, 
imitated  or  counterfeited  with  intent  to  use  same,  or  to  pro- 
cure same  to  be  used  at  any  election;  or  whoever  being 
charged  with  the  duty  of  compiling  or  making  up  or  of  print- 
ing the  official  ballot  herein  provided  for,  permit  any  person 
not  so  engaged  to  have  access  to  or  give  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  said  official  ballot,  or  the  form  thereof  except  as 
herein  provided,  or  whoever  in  an  assembly  of  people  met  for 
Penalty  for  at-  ^^^  purpose  of  making  nominations  under  this  law,  votes  or  ai- 

to^he  nfm?of  an^-  tempt s  to  vote  Under  any  name  other  than  his  own,  or  whoever 
aids  and  abets  any  person  in  the  commission  of  the  offenses 
described  in  this  section,  or  whoever  knowingly  and  wilfully, 
gives  a  false  answer  to  any  election  officer  shall  be  punished 
for  each  offense  as  provided  in  section  44  of  this  act. 
Penalty  for  false  ^fc<^-  43.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  Any  person  who  shall 

thi^TrolisiiSs  of  be  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  false  swearing  or  offering 

this  act. 

or  taking  any  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  this  act  shall 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  any  per- 
son who  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  instigate,  advise,  induce 
or  procure  any  person  to  swear  or  affirm  falsely  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  subordination  of  perjury,  and  shall 
upon  conviction  thereof  suffer  the  punishment  directed  by 
law  in  the  case  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
Penalty  f or  vio-  ^^^'  ^^*    ^^  it  further  enacted,  etc..  Any  election  officer 

lationsof  this  act.  ^j,  other  pcrson  who  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
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shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one  thousand 
(11,000.00)  dollars  or  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  one 
year ;  provided,  that  where  the  offense  is  declared  in  this  act 
to  be  a  felony  then  the  punishment  shall  be  imprisonment  in 
the  State  penitentiary  for  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
five  (o^i  years. 

Ses.  4o.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,    That  the  commis- 

Oath  to  be  taken 

sioners  and  clerks,  and  all  other  ofilicers  charged  with  the  con-  by  commissioDers 

"  and  clerks. 

duct  of  an  election  under  this  Act  shall  before  entering  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  ar- 
ticle 160  of  the  Constitution,  the  oath  to  be  administered  by 
any  officer  qualified  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  and  if  no  such 
officer  be  present  the  Commissioners  shall  administer  the  oath 
to  each  other. 

Sec.  46.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  in  case  no  com-    „     ^    ,  ,^  * 

'  •  Manner  of  eleot- 

missioner  shall  have  been  appointed  or  if  none  of  those  who  ^"1  tt?™?riffti"n 
have  been  appointed  be  present  within  one  hour  after  the  time  ^*^®^' 
fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  poll,  the  persons  present  shall  hold 
a  meeting  and  elect  the  commissioners  to  preside  at  the  elec- 
tion, who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  regularly  ap- 
pointed commissioners  should  any  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  be  present  he  shall  appoint  another,  and  both  to- 
gether shall  appoint  a  third,  and  the  commissioners  so  ap- 
pointed shall  take  the  oath  and  perform  all  duties  of  commis- 
sioners of  election  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  ap- 
pointed as  above  provided,  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  No 
election  shall  be  vitiated  by  a  failure  to  open  the  polls  by  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  unless  it  be  proven  before  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  on  a  contest,  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  electors  w^ere  therebj  deprived  of  their  votes  to  have 
changed  the  result  of  the  election. 

Sec.  47.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  all  ballots  cast  ' 

in  all  elections  for  national.  State,  district  and  parish  and  mu- 
nicipal officers,  or  for  delegates  to  any  constitutional  con- 
vention after  the  first  day  of  November  in  the  year  eio-h*^  ot) 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  shall  be  printed  and  distributed  at 
public  expense  as  hereinafter  provided.  The  printing  of  the 
ballo.ts,  tally  sheets,  and  cards  of  instruction  to  voters  and 
their  distriubtion  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  State.  The  term 
'State  Election"  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  apply  to  any  election 
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held  for  the  choice  of  a  national,  State,  district  or  parish  offi- 
cer, whether  for  a  full  term  or  for  the  filling  of  a  vacancy;  and 
the  term  ''State  Oflicers'  shall  apply  to  any  person  to  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  at  such  election.  The  term 
"City  Election*'  shall  apply  to  any  election  held  in  the  city  to 
fill  a  municipal  office,  whether  for  a  full  term  or  a  vacancy; 
and  term  ''City  Officer''  shall  apply  to  any  person  to  be  chosen 
by  the  qualified  electors  at  such  election. 

r 

NOMINATION  OF  CANDIDATES. 

Manner  of  nom-  St^c.  18.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  any  convention 

inating   candi-  *^ 

dates.  of  delegates  and   any  nominating  body,  and  any  caucus  or 

meeting  of  qualified  voters  as  hereinafter  defined,  and  indi- 
vidual voters  to  the  number  and  in  the  manner  herein  specified 
may  nominate  candidates  for  public  oftice  whose  names  shall 
be  placed  upon  the  ballots  to  be  furnished  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  49.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  any  convention 
of  delegates  representing  a  political  party  or  other  nominating 
body  which,  at  the  State  election  next  preceding  the  holding 
of  such  convention,  polled  at  least  ten  per  centum  of  the  en- 
tire vote  cast  in  the  election  district  for  which  said  convention 
is  held  or  any  convention  of  delegates  who  have  been  selected 
in  caucus  called  and  held  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  and  any  caucus  so  called  and  held  in  any  such  electo^ 
rial  district  or  division  may,  for  the  State  or  for  the  district  or 
division  for  which  the  convention  or  caucus  is  held,  as  the 
case  may  be,  by  causing  a  certificate  of  nomination  to  be  duly 
filed,  make  therein  such  nominations,  for  each  office  to  be 
filled  at  the  election.  Every  such  certificate  of  nomination 
shall  state  such  facts  as  may  be  hereinafter  required  for  its 
acceptance,  shall  be  signed  by  the  presiding  officer  and  by 
the  secretary  of  the  convention  or  caucus,  who  shall  add  there- 
to their  places  of  residence,  and  shall  add  thereto  their  affi- 
davit that  the  affiants  were  such  officers  and  that  said  certifi- 
cate is  true  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief.  (Act 
132  of  1900.) 

Nomination  pa-  Sec.  50.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  nomination  of 

^^'^^'  candidates  for  electoral  districts  of  State  or  for  municipal 

or  for  parish  or  ward  officers  may  be  made  by  nomination  pa- 
pers, signed  for  each  candidate  by  qualified  voters  of  such  dis- 
trict or  division,  to  the  number  of  at  least  one  thousand  for  any 
officers  to  be  voted  for  by  the  electors  of  the  State  at  large; 
one  hundred  for  parish  or  municipal  officers,  member  of  the 
Legislature  or  Congress,  and  twenty-five  for  ward  officers 
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Sec.  51,  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  each  voter  sign- 
ing a  nomination  paper  shall  add  to  his  signature  his  place  of 
resideu'-e,  with  the  street  and  number  thereof,  if  any;  and  each 
voter  may  subscribe  to  one  nomination  for  each  office  to  be 
tilled  and  no  more,  and  all  signatures  and  addresses  shall  be 
made  in  person.  The  nomination  papers  shall,  before  being 
tiled,  be  respectively  submitted  to  the  Registrar  of  Voters  of 
the  parish  in  which  the  signers  purport  to  be  qualified  voters, 
and  each  Registrar  to  whom  the  same  is  submitted  shall  forth- 
with certify  thereon  what  number  of  signatures  are  names  of 
qualified  voters,  in  the  parish  for  which  he  is  a  Registrar 
and  in  the  division  for  which  the  nomination  is  made;  and  it 
sh{)ll  be  the  duty  of  the  Registrar  of  Voters  to  certify  to  at 
least  iifty  per  cent  more  names  of  registered  voters  on  appli- 
cations for  nomination  papers  than  are  required  by  law  to 
make  a  nomination  under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  one  of 
the  signers  to  each  separate  paper  shall  attach  thereto  his 
affidavit  that  the  statements  therein  are  true  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief,  and  he  shall  also  add  his  post  office 
address.  A  signature  once  affixed  to  a  nomination  paper  can 
not  be  withdrawn  after  certification  bv  the  Registrar.  (Act 
132  of  1900.) 

Sec.  52.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  certificates  pormofnomina- 
of  nomination  and  nomination  papers,  shall,  besides  contain- ''*°°  °®'*^^*^®* 
ing  the  names  of  candidates,  specify  as  to  each  (1),  the  office 
for  which  the  candidate  is  nominated;  (2)  the  party  or  politi- 
cal principle  which  he  represents,  expressed  in  not  more  than 
three  words;  (3)  his  place  of  residence  and  his  place  of  busi- 
ness, if  any;  and  in  case  of  nomination  for  a  city  office,  with 
street  and  number  thereof,  if  any.  In  the  case  of  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  the  names 
of  the  candidates  for  President  may  be  added  to  the  party  or 
political  appellation. 

Sec.  53.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  candidates  nom-    ^    ^.^  ^     ^^ 

'  '  Candidates  other 

inatod  otherwise  than  by  political  parties  which  at  the  pre-  natSd^brpouticai 
ceding  State  election  polled  at  least  ten  per  centum  of  the  en-  p*'^^^^*- 
tire  vote  cast  in  the  district,  shall  not  use  the  name  of  any 
8uch  political  y)arty  in  the  political  or  party  designation  of 
their  candidates  so  otherwise  nominated;  except  as  describing 
;:rd  preceding  some  other  name  or  term;  and  in  case  a  nomina- 
tion is  made  by  a  nomination  paper,  only  the  words  "nomina- 
tion paper"  only  or  abbreviated  as  "nom-  paper"  shall  be 
added  after  such  designations,  which  in  such  cases  shall  not 
consist  of  more  than  two  words. 
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Sec.  54.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  certificates  of 
nomination,  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  before  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the 
fifth  Tuesday  before  the  day  of  election;  and  nomination  pa- 
pers shall  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  before  five 
o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  before  the  day  of  election; 
provided,  that  in  cases  where,  under  the  law,  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  hold  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  such  certificates 
of  nominations  and  nomination  papers  shall  be  filed  not  less 
than  fifteen  full  davs  before  the  day  of  election.  (Act  132 
of  1900.) 

Sec.  55.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  certificates 
of  nomination  and  nominating  papers  being  so  filed  and  being 
in  apparent  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  regular,  unless  objections  to  their  regularity 
1^  made  in  writing  within  the  72  hours  after  the  last  day 
allowed  by  law  for  filing  of  such  papers.  Such  objections  aris- 
ing in  relation  thereto  shall  be  considered  by  a  Contest  Board 
composed  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Auditor  and  the  Treas- 
urer and  tw^o  electors  to  be  appointed,  by  the  Governor  within 
24  hours  after  the  last  day  and  hour  for  the  filing  of  the  ob- 
jections and  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  these  officers  shall 
be  final.  In  case  such  objections  is  made,  the  objector  shall 
at  the  same  time  notify  the  party  or  parties  affected  thereby, 
and  shall  certify  under  oath  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  what 
manner  he  has  notified  such  party.  If  for  any  reason  no  de- 
cision shall  be  arrived  at  within  said  time,  the  certificate  shall 
be  considered  regular.  It  shall  be  proper  for  the  officers  above 
named,  in  the  decision  of  any  question  as  to  the  proper  politi- 
cal party  designation  of  candidates  nominated  by  certificates 
of  nomination  and  those  nominated  by  nomination  papers. 
(Act  132  of  1900.) 

Sec.  56.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  whenever  und«r 
the  provisions  of  this  act  a  greater  number  of  candidates  are 
nominated  for  any  office,  through  certificates  of  nomination 
bearing  the  same  party  designation,  than  there  are  persons  to 
be  elected  to  such  office,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aforesaid 
officers  (See  Section  55)  to  determine  which  of  said  canddat  s, 
if  any  is  entitled  to  such  party  designation,  and  no  greater 
number  of  candidates  for  any  office  shall  appear  upon  the 
official  ballot  bearing  any  one  party  designation,  than  there 
are  persons  to  be  elected  to  such  office,  and  the  name  of  no 
candidate  shall  appear  on  the  official  ballot  in  more  than  one 
place.    (Act  182  of  1900.) 

Withdrawal  of  ^ec.   57.     Be  it  further  enacted,   etc..  That  any  person 

whose  name  has  been  presented  as  a  candidate  may  cause  his 
name  to  be  withdrawn  from  nomination  by  request  in  writing, 
signed  by  him  and  acknowledged  before  an  officer  qualified  to 
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administer  an  oath,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
within  seventy  two  hours  succeeding  the  last  day  fixed  for  the 
filing  of  such  certificates  and  nomination  papers,  and  no  name 
so  withdrawn  shall  be  printed  upon  the  ballot.  No  nomination 
published  as  hereinafter  provided  shall  be  subsequently  omit- 
ted as  irregular. 

Sec.  oS.    Ke  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  case  a  candi-    Manner  of  fliin| 

'  '  vacancies  caused 

date  who  has  been  duly  nominated  under  the  provisions  of  this  noiSmtto^*^  *^^ 
Act  shall  cause  his  name  to  be  withdrawn  from  nomination  as 
provided  in  Section  57,  or  shall  be  found  by  the  ofiicers  named 
in  Section  55  to  have  been  irregularly  nominated,  the  vacancy 
may  be  supplied  by  the  political  party  or  other  person  making 
the  original  nomination  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  origi- 
nal nomination  was  made,  provided,  that  the  new  nomination 
be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  before  the  four  or  three 
weeks  prior  to  the  day  of  election  as  required  by  Section  54  of 
this  Aft.  In  case  of  death,  and  in  such  case  only,  this  va- 
cancy may  be  supplied  if  the  nomination  was  made  by  a  con- 
vention  or  caucus  in  such  manner  as  the  convention  or  cau- 
cus has  previously  provided  for  the  purpose  or  in  case  of  no 
such  previous  provision,  then  by  regularly  chosen  general 
or  executive  committee  representing  the  political  party  or 
persons  holding  such  convention  or  caucus,  provided,  such 
new  certificate  of  nomination  or  nomination  paper  shall  be 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  fourteen  full  days  before  the 
day  of  election.  The  certificate  of  nomination  made  for  sup- 
plying such  vacancy  shall  state,  in  addition  to  the  other  facts 
required  by  this  act  the  name  of  the  original  nominee,  the  date 
of  his  death,  withdrawal,  or  the  ascertainment  of  the  irregu- 
larity of  his  nomination  certificate  or  paper,  and  the  meas- 
pres  taken  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  for  filling  the 
vacancy;  and  it  shall  be  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  presiding 
officer  and.  secretary  of  the  convention  or  caucus,  or  by  the 
chairman  and  secretary  of  the  duly  authorized  committee,  as 
the  case  may  be.  The  name  so  supplied  for  the  vacancy  shall, 
if  the  ballots  for  the  office  are  not  already  printed  be  placed 
on  the  ballots  instead  of  the  original  nomination;  or  if  the  bal 
lots  have  been  printed,  new  ballots  containing  the  new  nom- 
ination shall,  whenever  practicable,  be  printed. 

Sec.  50.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Secretary    Blanks  for  nomi- 
nations ete. 
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of  State  shall  furnish,  upon  application,  blank  forms  for  the 
nomination  of  candidates. 
All  nomination  {^^c.  60.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  all  certificates 

papers    open    Tor  ^ 

pubuc  Inspection,  ^f  nomination  and  nomination  papers  when  filed  shall  be  op3n 
under  proper  regulations  to  public  inspection  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  preserve  the  same  in  his  office  not  less  than 
one  year. 

Sec.  61.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  promulgate  within  24  hours 
of  the  receipt  thereof,  in  the  official  journal  of  the  State  the 
names  of  all  persons  nominated  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  together  with  the  office  for  which  such  nomination  is 
made  whenever  the  said  nominations  are  made  for  a  State, 
Electoral  and  Congressional  office.  Nominations  for  district, 
judicial,  or  senatorial,  promulgations  shall  be  made  by  the 
Registrator  of  ^'oters  of  the  parish  where  the  convention  is 
held  or  nomination  paper  certified  to,  and  published  in  the 
official  journal  of.  and  at  the  expense  of  the  several  parishes  of 
the  district.  Nominations  for  parochial,  ward  and  municipal 
officers  by  the  Registrar  of  Voters  of  the  parish  within  which 
said  nominations  are  made  in  the  official  journal  of,  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  parish.    (Act  132  of  1900.) 

Manner  of  reck-  ^^c.  62.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.  That  in  reckoning  the 

mtagnonSnatioS'.  number  of  days  mentioned  in  this  act,  Sundays  and  holidays 
shall  be  included;  provided,  however,  that  if  the  final  day 
mentioned  shall  fall  on  Sunday  or  a  holiday,  the  first  day  pre- 
vious to  such  day  or  days  shall  be  considered  the  final  day  if 
the  period  of  time  precedes  a  certain  day,  act  or  event,  and 
the  first  day  following  such  day  or  days  shall  be  considered 
the  final  day  if  the  period  of  time  follows  a  certain  day,  or 
event. 

See.  63.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  any  person  who 
shall  falsely  make  or  wilfully  deface,  or  destroy,  add  to,  or 
otherwise  alter,  or  tamper  with  any  certificate  of  nomination 
or  nomination  paper,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  letter  of 
withdrawal,  or  sign  any  such  certificate  or  paper  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act  or  file  any  certificate  of  nomination 
or  nomination  paper  or  letter  of  withdrawal,  knowing  the 
same  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  falsely  made,  or  suppress  any 
certificate  or  nomination  paper,  or  any  part  thereof  which  has 
been  duly  filed,  shall  be  punished  in  accordance  with  Sec.  44 
of  this  Act.    (Act  122  of  1900.) 

Sec.   64.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  no  meeting 

except  such  as  is  called  and  held  on  behalf  of  a  political  party 

or  other  nominating  body  which  polled  at  least  ten  per  centum 

;• '    .     of  the  entire  vote  cast  in  the  district  at  the  general  election 
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next  precediuji  the  holding  of  such  meeting  shall  constitute 
a  caucus^  or  shall  be  authorized  to  make  a  nomination  or  to 
choose  delegates  to  a  nominating  convention  unless  qual-ified 
A'oters  of  the  electoral  district  or  division  for  which  it  is  called 
participate  therein  to  the  number  of  twenty-five  (25).  A 
nomination  for  a  representative  district,  if  such  district  or 
division  contains  more  than  one  ward  of  a  city,  shall  not  be  ' 
made  by  a  caucus  but  every  such  nomination  shall  be  made 
either  by  a  convention  of  delegates  or  by  a  nomination  paper, 
as  provided  in  this  Act.  Any  convention  of  delegates  re])re- 
senting  a  political  party  or  other  nominating  body  which  ha3  • 
polled  at  least  ten  ])er  centum  of  the  entire  vote  cast  in  the  dis- 
trict for  Governor  at  the  election  next  preceding  may  make  a 
nomination  for  any  electoral  district.     (xVct  182  of  1900.) 

FORM  OF  BALLOT. 
Sec.  65.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  elections    Ballots  to  be 

,  ,  IX.  1  ..11  prepared  by  See- 

by  the  people,  except  primary  elections  and  municipal  elec- retary  of  state. 

tions  in  towns  having  a  population  of  less  than  twenty-five 
hundred,  when  such  elections  are  not  held  at  the  same  time  as 
general  State  elections,  shall  be  by  official  ballot,  printed  and 
distributed  at  the  expense  of  the  State;  and,  such  ballots  shall 
have  printed  thereon,  and  at  the  head  and  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  list  of  names  of  the  candidates  of  each  political 
I)arty  or  nominating  paper,  a  specific  and  separate  device  by 
which  the  political  party  and  candidates  of  such  political 
party  or  nominating  paper  may  be  indicated.  By  stamping 
such  device  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  candidates  of  each  voting  straisrht 

ticket. 

political  party,  or  nominating  paper,  the  voter  may  indicate 
that  his  vote  is  for  the  entire  or  straight  ticket  of  the  particu- 
lar party  -or  nominating  paper  employing  the  particular  de- 
vice allotted  to  such  political  party  or  nominating  paper. 
When  the  voter  does  not  desire  to  vote  an  entire  straight  party 
ticket  he  may  vote  for  candidates  of  any  political  party  or 
nominating  paper  by  stamping  a  blank  space  to  b'e  left  op- 
posite the  name  of  each  candidate  on  said  official  ballot. 

The  State  Central  Committee  of  each  of  the  political  par-  g^^^^g  central 
ties  in  this  State  shall  select  a  party  device  and  certify  the  UcTparty^de?ice' 
same  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  provided  that,  if  any  two  of 
the  State  Central  Committee  representing  different  parties 
should  select  the  same  device,  the  one  first  selecting  and  cer- 
tifying the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  said  device,  which  fact  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  make 
known  to  the  party  last  selecting  the  device  in  order  that  such 
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party  may  liave  an  opportunity  of  makinj?  another  selection. 
The  said  device  so  selected  shall  be  certified  to  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  prior  to  and  not  later  than  the  last  day  for  filing 
nominations  by  political  parties  or  nominating  bodies. 

Whenever  the  approval  of  a  constitutional  amendment  or 

Constitutional  ^^ 

amendments.  other  question  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  such 
question  shall  be  printed  upon  the  ballot  after  the  list  of 
candidates  under  each  party  device.  The  ballots  shall  be  so 
piiiiLcu  as  to  ijive  ro  each  voter  a  clear  opportunity  to  des- 
ignate by  mark  in  a  sufficient  margin  at  the  right  of  the  name 
of  each  candidate  his  choice  of  candidates  and  his  answer  to 
questions  submitted. 

Provided,  that  should  any  clerical  or  typograpliical  er- 

Provisions   rela-  "^ 

tive  tooiericaier-  j>ors  occur  in  the  printing  of  the  official  ballot  or  tally  she.^ts^ 
no  candidate  or  measure  shall  be  prejudiced  thereby,  but  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Returning  Officers  upon  such  error  be- 
ing called  to  their  attention  to  obtain  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  certified  copy  of  the  certificate  of  nomination  or  nomi- 
nation paper,  if  such  error  should  occur  in  the  name  of  the 
candidate  being  voted  for,  or  certified  copy  of  the  measure 
voted  for,  and  shall  thereupon  cause  such  error  to  be  cor- 
rected and  the  returns  to  be  promulgated  as  if  no  such  error 
had  occurred. 

Sec.  66.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  ballots  fur- 
nished by  the  Secretary  of  State  shnll  be  of  plain  vt^hite  pap^r, 
in  weight  not  less  than  the  best  quality  No.  2  book  papar,  and 
of  such  length  and  width  as  may  be  necessary,  provided  that 
all  ballots  furnished  for  use  in  any  one  precinct  shall  be  of 
the  same  length.  Before  distribution,  the  ballots  shall  be  so 
folded  in  marked  creases  thai  their  width  and  length  will  be 
of  convenient  size  for  insertion  into  the  ballot  box.  On  the 
back  and  outside,  when  folded,  shall  be  printed  in  great  primer 
Roman  condensed  capitals  "Official  Ballots"  followed  by  the 
designations  of  the  polling  places  and  election  for  whicli  the 
ballot  is  prepared,  the  date  of  the  election,  and  a  fac  simile 
of  the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  following  directions  shall  be  conspicuously  printed 
^Directions  for  ^^  ^^^  p-^^.^  ^f  ^^le  l)allot  aud  arouud  the  device:  ''To  vote  for  a 
straight  party  ticket  stamp  here.'' 


Form  of  ballot, 
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To  the  right  of  the  name  of  each  candidate  and  on  the  voting  spaces, 
eame  horizontal  line  as  the  name  of  the  candidate,  shall  be  a 
square  hereinafter  called  a  voting  space.  Voting  space  on 
any  ballot  provided  for  any  one  polling  place  shall  be  of  uni- 
form size  and  shall  be  arranged  in  a  vertical  column.  Voting 
spaces  opposite  the  names  of  all  candidates  for  the  same  office 
shall  be  printed  as  a  continuous  column.  Voting  spaces  shall 
be  printed  solidly  in  white,  one-qii artier  of  an  inch  square,  en- 
closed in  black  lines.  If  in  case  of  any  office,  no  nominations 
of  candidates  to  fill  the  same  have  been  made,  the  title  of  such 
office  shall  be  printed  upon  the  ballot,  and  as  many  blanks 
spaces  shall  be  left  below  such  title  as  there  are  persons  to  be 
elected  to  the  office,  and  at  the  right  of  each  such  space  shall 
be  a  voting  space. 

f^ec.  67.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  of  the  official  size  of  baiiot. 
ballots  prepared  for  the  same  polling  place  shall  be  of  pre- to  be  Sniforii.^  ^* 
cisely  the  same  size,  arrangement,  quality  and  tint  of  paper 
and  kind  of  type,  and  shall  be  printed  with  black  ink  of  the 
same  tint,  so  that  it  shall  be  impossible  to  distinguish  any  one 
ballot  from  the  ether.  If  at  a  general  election  in  any  Con- 
gressional district  one  representative  in  Congress  is  to  be 
elected  for  a  full  term  and  another  to  fill  a  vacancy,  the  bal- 
lots containing  the  names  of  the  candidates  shall  as  a  part  of 
the  title  of  the  office  designate  the  term  or  vacancy  for,  or  to 
fill  which  the  candidates  are  severally  nominated. 

Sec.  68.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  ballots  when    ^^^   ballots 
printed  shall  be  folded  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  fastened  when  printed.*^ ^^ 
together    with    convenient    numbers    in    packages,  books    or 
blocks  in  such  manner  that  each  ballot  may  be  detached  and 
removed  separately. 

Sec.  69.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  prepare  full  instruction  for  the  guidance  of  voters, 
as  to  obtaining  ballots,  manner  of  making  them,  the  method 
of  obtaining  assistance,  and  obtaining  new  ballots  in  place 
of  those  accidentally  spoiled,  and  shall  cause  the  same, 
together  with  copies  of  Sections  34,  35,  36  and  44  of  this  Act,  ^ 
to  be  printed  in  large  clear  type,  on  separate  cards,  to  be 
called  ''Caids  of  Instruction,-'  together  with  at  least  three 
sample  ballots,  to  be  nailed  up  in  a  prominent  place  outside  of 
each  polling  booth  in  the  same  manner  as  hereinafter  provided 
for  in  v^'ection  71  of  this  Act,  and  he  shall  furnish  the  same 
for  use  nt  each  election.     (Act  J 32  of  1900.) 
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DELIVERY  OF  BALLOTS. 

Eauots.  etc.  to  ^^^■'  ^^^-    ^^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  Secretary  of 

SupervisoS*^^  °^  State  shall  send  a  sufficient  number  of  ballots,  together  with 
a  sufficient  number  of  tally  sheets  and  ten  of  the  cards  of 
instruction,  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  several  cities 
or  parishes  so  as  to  be  received  by  them  twenty-four  hours, 
at  least,  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  The  same  shall  be 
sent  m  sealed  packages,  with  marks  on  the  outside  clearly 
designating  the  polling  place  for  w^hich  they  are  intended  and 
the  number  of  ballots  enclosed,  and  the  respective  Board  of 
Supervisors,  shall  on  delivery  to  them  of  such  packages,  re- 
Record  to  be  turn  receipts  therefor  to  the  Secretary  of  State.    The  Secre- 

kept  by  Secretary  ^  '^ 

of  State.  tary  of  State  sha^ll  keep  a  record  of  the  time  when  and  the 

manner  in  which  the  several  packages  are  sent  and  of  the 
number  of  ballots  in  each  package,  and  shall  preserve  the 
same  for  the  period  of  one  year,  together  with  the  receipts  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Sec.  71.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  several' 
Boards  of  Supervisors  shall  send  to  the  commissioners  of  each 
voting  place,  before  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  cards  of  instruction,  tally-sheets,  blanks,  forms  and 
one  set  of  ballots  as  sealed  and  marked  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  such  voting  place;  and  a  receipt  of  such  delivery 
shall  be  returned  to  them  from  the  commissioners  present, 
which  receipt  shall  be  kept  for  the  period  of  one  year.  At 
the  opening  of  the  polls  in  each  polling  place  the  seal  of  the 
package  shall  be  publicly  opened  and  the  package  shall  be 
opened  by  the  commissioners,  and  the  book  or  blocks  of  bal- 
lots shall  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners  of  election  here- 
inafter provided  for.  The  cards  of  instructions  and  sample 
ballots  shall  be  immediateh^  posted  at  or  in  each  voting  sh  If 
or  compartment  provided  in  accordance  with  this  Act  and  not 
less  than  three  such  cards  shall  be  posted  in  or  about  the 
polling  room,  outside  of  the  guard  rail.     (Act  132  of  1900.) 

Manner  of  deiiv-  ^^^'  '^~-    ^^^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  in  case  the  bal- 

baiiots,  etc.  lots  to  be  furnished  to  any  voting  place,  in  accordance  with  the 

provisions  of  this  act  shall  fail  for  any  reason  to  be  delivered,' 
or  in  case  after  delivery  they  shall  be  destroyed  or  stolen, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  cause  other 
ballots  and  cards  of  instruction  to  be  prepared  substantially 
in  the  form  and  to  the  number  of  the  ballots  wanting  and  to  be 
furnished;  aiul,  upon  receipt  of  such  other  ballots  from  them, 
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accompanied  by  a  f^tatement  under  oath  that  the  same  have 
been  so  prepared  and  furnished  by  them  and  that  the  original 
ballots  have  failed  to  be  received  or  have  been  destroyed  or 
stolen,  the  Commissioners  shall  cause  the  ballots  so  substi- 
tuted to  be  used  in  lieu  of  the  ballots  wanting,  as  above.  The 
written  statement  under  oath,  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
shall  be  made  part  of  the  returns,  and  shall  be  enclosed  in  the 
envelope  containing  the  com])iled  statement  of  the  National, 
State  and  parochial  offices  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  73.     Be  it   further   enacted,    etc.,    That    the    officers 
w^hose  dutv  it  is  lo  designate  and  appoint  pollino:  places  in    voting  booths 

•^  ^^  *  r>    ^  a,n^    shelves   for 

cities  of  more  than  fifty  Thousand  inhabitants  shall  cause  the  S)!ow*inhrbitants° 
same  to  be  provided  with  voting  shelves  and  compartments, 
known  as  polling  booths,  in  which  voters  may  conveniently 
mark  their  ballots.  There  shall  be  in  each  polling  place,  dur- 
ing each  election,  a  sufficient  number  of  voting  booths,  and  not 
less  than  one  for  every  one  hundred  voters  in  the  precinct. 
Each  such  booth  shall  be  at  least  three  feet  square,  shall  have 
four  sides  enclosed,  each  at  least  six  feet  high,  and  the  one 
in  front  shall  open  and  shut  as  a  door  swinging  outwards  and 
shall  extend  within  two  feet  of  the  floor.  Each  such  booth 
shall  contain  a  shelf  which  shall  be  one  foot  wide,  extending 
across  one  side  of  the  booth  at  a  convenient  height  for  writ- 
ing, and  shall  be  furnished  with  such  supplies  and  conven- 
iences, including  black  ink,  pads,  blotting  paper  and  pencils 
having  black  lead  only  as  will  enable  the  voters  to  convenient- 
ly prepare  their  ballots  for  voting.  Each  polling  booth  shall 
be  furnished  with  stamps  or  dies  for  making  the  voting  mark 
upon  the  ballots,  and  shall  have  inking  pads  with  ink  of  uni- 
form color  and  quality.  Each  booth  shall  be  kept  clearly 
lighted,  while  the  jiolls  are  open,  by  artificial  lights  if  neces- 
sary. A  guard  rail  shall  be  placed  at  each  polling  place  at 
least  six  feet  from  the  ballot  boxes  and  the  booths,  and  no 
ballot  box  or  booth  shall  be  placed  within  six  feet  of  such  rail 
and  each  guard  rail  shall  be  jji-ovided  with  a  separate  entrance 
and  separate  exit.  The  arrangements  of  the  polling  place 
shall  be  such  that  the  booths  can  only  be  reached  by  passing 
within  the  guard  rail,  and  that  the  booths,  ballot  boxes,  com- 
missioners and  every  part  of  the  polling  places,  except  the  in- 
side of  the  booth,  shall  be  in  plain  view  of  the  commissioners 
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and  of  persons  just  outside  of  the  guard  rail.  Such  booths 
shall  be  so  arranged  that  there  shall  be  no  access  to  intending 
voters  or  to  the  booths  through  anv  door,  window  or  opening, 
except  by  the  door  in  front  of  said  booth. 

PREPARATION  OF  BALLOT  AND  VOTING. 

pr     r  tion  of  ^*^^'  "^^^    ^*^  ^^  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  any  person  de- 

^^^^^^-  siring  to  vote  shall  give  his  name,  occupation  and  registration 

paper,  if  such  be  provided  for  to  the  presiding  commissioner, 
who  shall  thereupon  announce  the  same  in  a  loud  and  distinct 
tone  of  voice,  clear  and  audible,  and  if  such  name  is  found 
upon  the  registration  list  by  the  commissioner  having  charge 
thereof,  he  shall  likewise  repeat  the  same,  and  the  voter  shall 
then  be  allowed  to  enter  the  space  enclosed  by  the  guard  rail» 
as  above  provided.  The  commissioner  shall  give  him  one,  and 
only  one  ballot,  and  his  name  shall  be  immediately  checked 
on  said  list,  and  shall  also  be  entered  upon  a  poll  list,  which 
shall  be  numbered  from  one  to  the  end,  before  he  deposits  his 
ballot  in  the  box. 

The  commissioner  in  charge  of  the  poll  list  immediately 

List  of  voters  to  o  j. 

be  kept.  ,  after  entering  the  voter's  name  thereon,  and  on  the  same  line 
with  the  voter's  name  shall,  by  making  a  cross,  indicating  that 
this  voter  has  received  one  ballot;  and  should  the  voter  return 
the  iirst  ballot  and  receive  a  second  ballot,  the  commissioner 
in  charge  of  the  poll  list  shall  place  opposite  the  voter's  name 
and  on  the  same  line  on  the  poll  list  and  next  to  the  first  cross 
a  second  cross;  these  crosses  shall  be  the  record  of  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  obtained  by  any  voter.  After  three  crosses  have 
been  placed  opposite  the  name  of  any  voter  on  the  poll  list, 
said  voter  shall  receive  no  more  ballots. 

Se(.  75.    lie  it  further  enacted,  etc..  On  receiving  his  bal- 

Manner  of  plac-  ,        .   .         ,    ,         .  ,t_ 

lag  ballot  in  box.  lot  the  votcr  shall  forthwith  forward  and  without  leaving  the 
enclosed  space,  retire  alone  to  one  of  the  voting  booths  or  to 
the  table  or  shelf,  and  without  undue  delay,  unfold  and  mark 
his  ballot  therein  as  hereafter  described. 

AVhen  the  voter  has  so  marked  the  ballot  received  by  him 

he*  shall  before  leaving  the  booth  or  enclosed  space  refold  the 

ballot,  immediately  cast  the  same  and  leave  the  voting  place. 

Ballots  to  be  re-  Eveiy  votcr  who  does  not  vote  a  ballot  delivered  to  him  by 

stonlHfSoTvTJd:  the  ballot  commissioner  shall,  before  passing  outside  the 
guard  rail  or  enclosed  space,  return  such  ballot  to  such  officer, 
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who  shall  stamp  the  same  ''spoiled"  and  deposit  in  the  box  for 
spoiled  ballots.  And  the  voter  shall  not  again  return  within 
the  guard  rail. 

Xo  ballot,  either  spoiled  or  otherwise,  shall  be  carried    provfcdona  regu- 

-.  ii  i-  I  ^1  ,    -T      ii  1         .,         lating   the   order 

away  Irom  the  voting  place  or  taken  oulside  the  guard  rail,      and  manner  of 

votinsr. 

>^o  more  voters  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  the  guard  rail 
than  there  are  unoccupied  booths  provided  for  in  this  act  only 
one  voter  shall  be  allowed  within  the  enclosed  space. 

No  voter  shall  be  allowed  to  occupy  a  booth  already  occu- 
pied by  another,  or  to  occupy  a  booth,  or  enclosed  space  more 
than  three  minutes  or  to  speak  or  converse  with  any  one,  ex- 
cept as  in  this  act  provided,  while  within  the  guard  rail.  It 
shall  be  unlawful  for  a  voter  to  deface  or  tear  any  ballot  or 
to  maik  the  same  otherwise  than  as  provided  in  this  section. 

Every  ballot  Aoted  which  is  defaced  or  torn  or  which  is 
marked  otherwise  than  as  in  this  section  provided,  shall  be 
treated  as  a  ballot  marked  for  identification. 

If  a  voter  tear,  soil  or  deface  a  ballot  so  that  it  cannot  be 
used,  he  may  successfully  obtain  others,  one  at  a  time,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  all  three,  upon  returning  each  ballot  so  torn,  soiled 
or  defaced  to  the  commissioner,  which  ballot  so  returned  shall 
be  immediately  marked  or  stamped  ''spoiled''  across  the  official 
endorsement  and  placed  in  the  box  for  spoiled  ballots  and  en- 
try of  such  fact  made  on  the  poll  lists  as  required  by  this  act. 

If  he  desires  to  vote  for  a  person  other  than  nominees  of 
political  parties,  he  must  write  the  name  of  such  person  in  the  for  persons  not  on 
space  provided  for  such  purpose,  with  a  pencil  having  black 
lead,  and  obliterate  with  the  official  stamp  the  white  square  in 
the  voting  space  at  the  right  of  the  name  so  written. 

In  marking:  a  ballot  upon  which  is  printed  for  submission    Manner  of  voting 

®  ^  ^  fori  constitutional 

to  the  voters  any  question  of  the  adoption  or  a  constitutional  amendment 
amendment,  or  any  other  proposition  or  question,  he  shall  ob- 
literate with  the  official  stamp  the  white  square  in  the  voting 
space  after  the  word  "yes"  printed  at  the  right  of  the  question, 
for  an  affirmative  vote  upon  such  question;  or  he  shall  obliter- 
ate with,  the  official  stamp  the  white  square  after  the  word 
''no"  similarly  printed  for  negative  vote  upon  such  question. 

kScc.  76.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  no  ballot  with-    ah  ballots  to 
out  the  official  endorsement,  shall  as  herein  otherwise  pro-  So?s^emen».* 
vided,  be  allowed  to  be  deposited  in  the  ballot  box,  and  none 
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but  ballots  provided  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  counted.  Any  voter  who  declares  to  the  presid- 
ing commissioner  that  by  blindness  or  other  physical  disabil- 
ity he  is  unable  to  mark  his  ballot,  shall,  ujjon  request,  receive 
the  assistance  of  two  of  the  commissioners,  who  shall  be  of 
different  political  parties,  or  factions,  represented  among  the 
commissioners,  in  the  marking  thereof,  and  neither  the  voter 
nor  the  said  commissoners  shall  thereafter  give  any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  same.  The  commissioner  shall  require  such 
declaration  of  disability  to  be  made  by  the  voter  under  oath 
before  him,  and  he  is  hereby  qualified  to  administer  the 
fiame. 

Sec.  77.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  any  voter  or 
crecy  of^bauot.^^  Commissioner  who  shall  except  as  hereinbefore  provided,  al- 
low his  ballot  to  be  seen  by  any  person  wdth  an  apparent  in- 
tention of  letting  it  be  known  how  he  is  about  to  vote,  or  place 
any  distinguishing  mark  upon  his  ballot,  or  who  shall  make  a 
false  statement  as  to  his  inability  to  mark  his  ballot,  or  any 
person  who  shall  interfere  or  attempt  to  interfere  with  any 
voter  when  inside  said  inclosed  space  or  when  marking  his 
ballot,  or  who  shall  endeaver  to  induce  any  voter  before  voting 
to  show  how^  he  is  about  to  mark,  or  has  marked  his  ballot, 
or  otherwise  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall 
be  punished  in  accordance  with  Section  ii  of  tliis  Act. 

Sec.  78.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  any  person  who 
shall,  prior  to  or  during  an  election,  wilfully  deface  or  destroy 
any  card  of  instruction  or  samx>le  ballot  pdnted  or  posted  for 
the  instruction  of  voters,  wilfully  remove  or  destroy  any  of 
the  supplies  or  conveniences  furnished  to  enable  a  voter  to 
prepare  his  ballot,  or  shall  wilfully  hinder  the  A^oting  of  others, 
shall  be  punished  in  accordance  with  Section  44  of  this  Act. 

Every  commissioner  of  election,  or  other  officer  or  person 
having  the  custody  of  any  record  register  of  votes,  or  copy 
thereof,  oath,  return  of  votes,  certificates,  poll  lists,  or  any 
paper,  document  or  evidence  of  any  description  in  this  Act 
directed  to  be  made  filed  or  preserved,  who  is  guilty  of  steal- 
ing, wilfully  destroying  mutilating  defacing,  falsifying,  or 
fraudulently  renioving  or  secreting  the  whole  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  who  shall  fraudulently  make  any  entry,  erasure 
or  alteration  therein,  except  as  allow^ed  and  directed  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  or  w^ho  permits  any  other  person  so 
to  do,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  felony  and  upon  conviction  thereof, 
be  punished  in  accordance  with  Section  44  of  this  Act.  (Act 
132  of  1900.) 
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Sec.  79.     Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  any  person  in    Penalty  for  any 

"  railway,     express 

the  employment  of  any  railway,  express,  or  other  transporta-  o'"  other  common 

*^  "  V  '         xr  7  tr  earner,  who  shall 

tion  company  or  any  other  common  carrier,  or  any  person,  who  ^i^oy'  fffcluyn 
shall  delay,  steal,  destroy  or  make  way  with  while  in  transit  SSssTo^n!^etS 
from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  Election  of  any  parish  in  this  State,  any  box  or  pack- 
age containing?  ballots  or  other  election  supplies,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  be  punished  in 
accordance  with  Section  44  of  this  act. 

And  every  person  not  an  officer  who  is  guilty  of  any  of  the 
aforesaid  acts  or  who  advises,  procures,  or  abets  the  commis- 
sion of  the  same,  or  any  of  them  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
be  punished  in  accordance  with  Section  44,  of  this  act. 

hoc.  80.  Be  it  further  enacted,  etc..  That  as  soon  as  the  Manner  of  count- 
polls  are  closed  the  Commissioners  shall  at  once  rule  off  and  ^°^^^"*^*^- 
sign  and  swear  to  the  poll  list,  writing  out  beneath  the  said 
ruling  the  number  of  votes  contained  thereon,  and  shall  seal 
up  and  mark  on  the  wrappers  with  the  ward  and  precinct 
number  all  unused  ballots,  including  all  ballots  that  have  been 
spoiled  and  defaced  by  voters  in  attempting  to  mark  the  same, 
and  sliall  endorse  thereon  the  number  of  ballots  therein  con- 
tained. The  officers  in  charge  of  the  poll  books  shall  in  the 
presence  of  the  other  officers  and  the  public,  count  in  a  dis- 
tinct and  audible  voice  the  names  checked  on  said  list  and 
announce  the  whole  number  thereof,  and  compare  the  same 
with  tlie  poll  list,  correcting  any  discrepancies  between  them 
and  noting  the  same  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll  list  before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  count.  The  ballot  box,  without  being  re- 
moved from  the  public  view%  shall  be  opened  by  the  presiding 
officer,  and  the  Commissioners  shall  commence  by  counting 
the  ballots  found  therein  without  unfolding  them  except  so 
far  as  to  ascertain  that  each  ballot  is  single,  and  by  compar- 
ing the  ballots  found  in  the  box  with  the  number  shown  by  the 
poll  lists  to  have  been  deposited  therein.  If  the  ballots  found 
in  any  box  shall  be  more  than  the  number  of  ballots  so  shown 
to  have  been  deposited  therein,  such  ballots  shall  all  be  re- 
placed without  being  unfolded  in  the  box  from  which  they 
were  taken,  and  one  of  the  Commissioners  shall,  without  see- 
ing the  same  and  with  his  back  to  the  box,  thoroughly  mingle 
the  ballots  together,  and  another  commissioner  shall,  without 
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seeing  the  same,  and  with  his  back  to  the  box,  publicly  draw 
out  as  many  ballots  as  shall  be  equal  to  such  excess,  and  with- 
out unfolding  them,  the  commissioner  shall  forthwith  mark 
the  same  "uncounted  in.  excess  of  poll  list,"  and  attach  a 
signed  statement  of  the  number  of  ballots  so  uncounted,  which 
statement,  and  the  uncounted  ballots,  shall  be  made  up  into 
a  separate  package  and  deposited  in  the  ballot  box  prior  to 
its  being  sealed  up  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  If  two  or  more  ballots  shall  be  found  in  a  ballot  box,  so 
folded  together  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  single  ballot, 
they  shall  not  be  counted  if  the  whole  number  of  ballots  in 
such  ballot  box  exceeds  the  whole  number  of  ballots  shown 
by  the  poll  list  to  have  been  deposited  therein.  No  ballot  that 
has  not  the  official  endorsement  shall  be  counted,  except  such 
as  are  voted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  relat- 
ing to  official  ballots.  All  such  uncounted  ballots  shall  be 
endorsed  and  deposited  in  the  ballot  box  when  it  is  finally 
sealed  up  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

If  on  any  ballot,  the  voter  has  not  made  the  voting  mark, 
as  required,  or  if  he  has  not  made  the  voting  mark  opposite 
the  answer  to  any  question  submitted,  or  has  made  such  mark 
opposite  both  the  negative  and  affirmative  answers  to  such 
questions,  or  for  any  reason  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the 
choice  of  any  voter  for  any  office  or  his  vote  upon  any  ques- 
tion, his  vote  for  such  office  or  upon  such  questions  shall  be 
counted  as  a  blank. 

Objections  raay  Any  Commissioner  may  declare  his  belief  that  any  partic- 

of  Sarked'^bl^iot.  ular  ballot  has  been  marked  for  identification  and  may  object 
to  any  decision  to  count  or  not  to  count  any  vote.  When  a 
Commissioner  shall,  during  the  canvass  of  the  votes  or  imme- 
diately after  the  completion  thereof,  declare  his  belief  that 
any  particular  ballot  has  been  written  upon  or  marked  in  any 
way  for  the  purpose  of  identification,  the  Commissioner  shall 
write  on  the  back  of  each  ballot  the  word  objected  to  because 
marked  for  identification,  and  sign  their  names  thereto.  Each 
such  ballot  shall  be  counted  by  them  the  same  as  if  not  so  ob- 
jected to.  All  such  ballots  shall  be  placed  forthwith  in  a  sep- 
arate pile,  and  all  such  piles  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  securely 
sealed  package,  which  shall  be  endorsed  "ballots  objected  to 
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because  marked  for  identification,''  and  with  the  signatures  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  such  package  shall  be  attached  to 
their  written  statement  of  the  result  of  the  canvass.  Every 
ballot  which  a  voter  has  defaced  or  torn  or  which  he  has 
marked  in  any  manner  save  as  provided  in  Section  75,  of  this 
Act,  shall  likewise  be  endorsed  ''objected  to  because  marked 
for  identification,"  and  shall  likewise  be  enclosed  in  the  pack- 
age so  marked. 

When  any  Commissioner  shall  object  to  any  decision  of 
the  Commissioners  1o  count  any  vote,  the  Commissioners  shall 
immediately  fold  the  ballot  and  write  in  ink  upon  the  back 
thereof  a  number  to  identify  the  ballot,  and  the  words  "ob- 
jected to  by."  They  shall  then  endorse  below  such  words  a 
concise  statement  of  the  precise  decision  objected  to.  The 
Commissioners  concurring  in  the  decision  shall  thereupon 
sign  their  names  to  such  statement,  and  the  Commissioner 
objecting  to  the  decision  shall  sign  his  name  and  address  after 
the  words  "objected  to  by."  All  such  ballots  shall  be  placed 
forthwith  in  a  separate  pile,  and  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  securely 
sealed  package,  which  shall  be  endorsed  "ballots  objected  to 
as  incorrectly  canvassed,"  and  with  the  signatures  of  the 
Commissioners  and  each  such  packages  shall  be  attached  to 
their  written  statements  of  the  results  of  the  canvass. 

REPEALING  CLAUSE. 

Sec.  81.    Be  it  further  enacted,  etc.,  That  all  laws  or  parts  Repeaun  ci 
of  laws  contrary  to  or  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  repealed.  . 
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Intentionally  making  a  false  canvass  of  the  ballots  or 

the  returns,  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony 6  18 

(See  Manner  of  elections  in  certain  cases.) 
(See  Oath  to  be  taken  by  Commissioner  and  Clerk.) 
(See  Voter  who  is  physically  unable,  etc.) 
(See   Penalty   for   willful    destruction    of   election    para- 
phernalia, etc.) 
(See  Objections  to  counting  marked  ballots.) 
(See  Counting  of  the  ballots,  manner,  etc.) 
(See  Preparation  of  ballots.) 
(See  Voting,  provisions  regulating,  etc.) 
To  keep  duplicate  list  of  voters,   provisions  of  the  law 

applicable   thereto    7-8  21 

DELIVERY  OF  BALLOTS— 

26  70 

Of  election  blanks  to  commissioners  12  3S 
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DEPUTY  SHERIFF—  Page.  Section. 

Oath  to  be  administered  by,  or  by  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  elections 7-8  21 

Their  pay  6  14 

To  accompany  the  transmission  of  returns  to  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  and  Clerk  of  Court  9  22 

To  have  possession  of  the  key  of  the  ballot  box 11  28 

DIRECTIONS  FOR   VOTING— 

24  66 

DESIGNATION—  Page.  Section. 

Of  political  parties  in  nominations    19-20  53-55 

DISORDERLY  PERSONS— 

Permitted    to    vote    , 5  16 

DUPLICATE  LIST  OF  VOTERS— 

To  be  kept  ^by  commissioners  of  election,  provisions  of 

law   applicable   thereto    7.8  21 

DUPLICATE  BALLOTS— 

Providing:  for,  in  case  of  failure  of  delivery  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  original    26  71 

DUTY  OF  POLICE  JURY— 

In  establishing  election  precincts   14  38 

ELECTION  DAYS— 

To  be  legal  holidays i 3  9 

ELECTIONS— 

General,   to  be  held 2  2 

Supervisors   2  3 

In  towns   and  parishes    12  31 

Of  officers,  not  otherwise  provided  by  law  2  S 

Officers,  how  appointed  in  Orleans   4  12 

In  parishes  other  than  Orleans,  how  appointed 4  11 

For  Representatives  in  Congress,  providing  for 2  5 

Persons  having  the  largest  vote  to  be  deemed   elected, 

etc.,   tie  vote   how   decided    3  7 

Providing  for  vacancies  in  the  General  Assembly 2  4 

Shall  be  held  in  the  precincts  and  polling  places  estab- 
lished         ..14  37 

State,  term  defined   17  47 

To  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  office  of  Congress  before 

the  next  general  election    3  6 

To  be  completed  in  one  day,  time  of  opening  and  closing 

polls    3  8 

Precincts,  how  established  in  parishes  other  than  Orleans.l4  38 

Precincts,  how  established  in  parish  of  Orleans 15  40 

:EXPRESS  COMPANIES— 

Stealing  of  ballots  while  in  transit  of,  penalty 31  79 

i:lectors— 

Election    of,    for   President   and    Vice    President    of   the 

United   States    2  S 
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FITJNG—                                                                                             Page.  Section. 
Certificates  of  nominations,   nomination   papers,   provis- 
ions for 19  51 

FORM— 

Of  election  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  Secretary  of  State 

to   Board   of   Supervisors    11  30^ 

Of  nomination   certiiicates    ...19  52 

GENERAL  ELECTION— 

To  be  held    2  2 

GOVERNOR— 

To  issue  proclamation  giving-  notice  of  general  election.  2  3 

Duties  of,  in  the  e"^^ent  of  a  vacancy  of  Representative  to 

Congress  before  next  general  election  3  *         6 

Duties  of  in  the  event  of  vacancy  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly before  the  next  general  election   2  i 

Duty  of,  in  compiling  the  returns  for  Representatives  in 

Congress ^..10  2S- 

To  issue  commissions  to  ofticers  elected  except,  etc 10  Bo- 

INFORMATION   OF   VOTERS  - 

25  6» 

INSTRUCTION  FOR  VOTERS— 

28-30  74-75-76-77 

Providing  for  the  printing  of  cards  25  69- 

To  be  given  persons  offering  to  vote  14  3& 

Cards  of,  to  be  prepared  and  furnished  1  1 

Cards  of,  to  be  posted  at  each  polling  place 26  71 

INTOXICATING  LIQUOR— 

Forbidden    in   polling   booths    7      •  2(V 

KEY  OF  BALLOT  BOX— 

Deputy  Sheriff  to  have  possession  of   11  28- 

LIST  OF  REGISTERED  A^OTERS-- 

How  made  13  35- 

MANNER  OF— 

Counting  ballots    31  80^ 

Electing  commissioners  in  certain  cases   17  46 

Filling  vacancies  caused  by  withdrawal  of  candidates..  .21  58- 

Nomiinating  candidates    ...18  48 

Preserving  order  at  polling  places   5  16- 

Signing  nomination   papers    19         '  51 

Voting   for  constitutional  amendments    28  75» 

NOMINATION— 

Papers    18-19  50-53 

Certificates 18  49* 

(See  Promulgation  by  the  Secretary  of  State.) 

Blanks  for    21  5> 

Papers,   manner   of   signing   same    19  51 

Papers  to  be  filed  with  Secretary  of  State  .20  5* 
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NOMINATION  PAPERS—  Page.  Section. 

Provisions  for  reckoning  the  time  for  filing 22  62 

(See  Designation  political  parties.)  ' 

Others  than  those  made  by  political  parties 19  63 

(See  penalty  for  willfully  defacing  certificates  of.) 

Providing  the  number  of  votes  necessary  to  make,  etc.. 22  64 

Open  to  public  inspection,  when  filed  with  Secretary  of 

State 22  60 

Papers  (See  Objections  to)   20  SS 

When   objected   to,   shall   be   passed  upon  by   Secretary 

of  State,  Auditor  and  Treasurer   20  55 

(See  Withdrawal  of  candidates.) 

NOMINATION  PAPERS— 

(See  Manner  of  filling  vacancies  caused  by  withdrawal 
of  nominations.) 

NOTICE  OP  ELECTION— 

To    fill    vacancies    occurring    in    the    General    Assembly 

before  the  next  general  election,  duties  of  the  Gov- 

ornor    2  4 

Of  general  election,  duty  of  the  Governor,  duty  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors 2  t 

OATH— 

To   be    admitted   by   deputy   sheriff,    or   by   one   of   the 

commissioners  of  election  7  21 

To  be  taken  by  commissioners  and  clerk  of  election 17  4S 

OBJECTIONS— 

To  regularity  of  nomination  papers  and  certificates  of 

nomination    20  55 

May  be  made  to  count,  for  marked  ballots  31  80 

OFP^ICIAL— 

Enclorsem.ent  to  be  on  all  election  tickets 29  7$ 

OFFICERS  STATE— 

Term  defined  17  47 

(See   deputy   sheriffs,    watchers,    election   officers,    police 

officers) 
Whose  election  is  not  otherwise  provided  for,  the  time 

and  place  of  election  of  2  t 

ORLEANS  ELECTION  PRECINCTS— 

15  40 

PARISH  AND  TOWN  ELECTIONS— 

1-12  1-31 

PAY  OP  ELECTION  OFFICERS— 

5  14 

PENALTY  FOR— 

Registrar   of  Voters   failing,    neglecting,    or  refusing  to 

perform  duties  imposed   13  8S 

Wilfully    defacing   certificates    of    nomination 22  63 
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FENAT^TY  FOR—  i  ]   j   j   ^   ,.'.'"■  Page.  Section. 

Attempting  to  cast  illegal  vote  15  42 

Attempting  to  vote  in  the  name  of  another 15  42 

False  swearing  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 16  43 

Violating  secrecy  of  ballot   30  77 

Wilfully   destroying   cards   of  instructions   and   election 

paraphernalia,    etc    30  78 

Having  intoxicating  liquors  in  polling  booths 7  20 

Obstructing,  hindering  or  delaying  voters  15  41 

Violating  this  Act  16  44 

Destroying  or   mutilating  any   election   documents 6  19 

False  canvass  of  vote   , 6  18 

Any  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  intentionally- 
making  a  false  or  incorrect  statement  of  the  com- 
piled returns   7  21 

Secretary  of  State  or  Auditor  wilfully  neglecting  to  com- 
pile the  returns  and  publish  the  result   9  24 

Stealing  ballots  while  in  transit   31  79 

PERSONS  DISORDERLY— 

Permitted  to  vote  before  being  committed  to  prison 5  16 

PERSONS— 

Having  the  largest  vote  to  be  deemed  elected;  tie  vote, 

how  decided  3  7 

PERJURY— 

Or  subornation  of  perjury  (See  Penalty  for  false  swear- 
ing under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  etc.) 

POLLS— 

Time  of  opening  and  closing    3  8 

POLICE  JURY— 

Duty  of  in  establishing  election   precincts    14  38-39 

POLICE  OFFICERS— 

Shall  be  stationed  at  each  polling  place   3  10 

POLITICAL  PARTIES— 

Designation    of    in    nominations    19-20  53-55 

POLL  list- 
To  be  furnished  by  Board  of  Supervisors  to  Registrar 

of  Voters    13  35 

POLLING  BOOTHS— 

(See  Booths  and  shelves,  etc.) 

Supplies    and    conveniences    to   be    furnished 12  31 

POLLING  PLACES— 

Regulations  relative  to    12  31 

PRECINCTS- 

Election  (See  Election  precincts.) 

PREPARATION  OP  BALLOT— 

...,....■ 28  74-75 
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Page.  Section. 
PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED 
STATES— 
Electors  of   2  5 

PRINTING— 

Of   ballots,    tally    sheets    11  30 

Of  cards  of  instructions,  providing  for 1  1 

Of  ballots  (See  ballots,  providing  how  shall  be  printed)23-24  65-66 

PROCLAMATION  PUBLIC— 

Of  the  result  of,  compiled,  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of 

Supervisors    7  21 

PROMULGATION— 

Of  nominees  by  the  Secretary  of  State    22  61 

Compilation   of  returns   by   Secretary   of   State 9  24 

PROVISIONS— 

In  case  of  inability  to  use  State  blanks 12  82 

Relative  to  clerical  error  in  printing  of  ballots 23  65 

RAILROAD  COMPANT— 

Penalty  for  stealing  ballots  in  transit 31  79 

REGISTER  OP   VOTERS— 
(See  Penalty.) 
Duty  of '. 13  35 

REGULATIONS— 

Relative   to   polling   places    .., 12  31 

Relative  to  ballot  boxes   11  29 

RETURNS— 

To  be  transmitted  by  Commissioners  of  Election  to  Clerk 

of  Court  and  Board  of  Supervisors  9  22 

Board    of    Supervisors,    shall   make    separate    statement 

of,  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor   7  21 

To  be  forwarded  by  commissioner  to  Secretary  of  State.  7  21 

To  be  promulgated   and   compiled   by    the   Secretary   of 

State 9  24 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  Election,  to  be  retained  by  the 

Secretlary  of  State  for  at  least  six  months  7  21 

Penalty   for    Secretary    of   State    wilfully    neglecting   to 

compile  the  returns  and  publish  the  result   9  24 

Por  Representative  in  Congress,  how  they  shall  be  com- 
piled    10  26 

REPRESENT  ATI  VES— 

To  Congress,  providing  for  election  of  2  6 

To  General  Assembly,  wben  seat  becomes  vacant  before 

next  general  election,  how  provided  for 2  4 

SECRECY  OP  BALLOT— 

Penalty  for  violating  30  77 

SECRETARY  OP  STATE— 

Shall  furnish  blanks  for  nominations   21  59 

To  promulgate   nominations    22  61 
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SECRETARY  OF  STATE—                                                              Page.  Section. 
To  keep  nominations  open  to  public  inspection  and  pre- 
serve same  for  one  year   22  60 

To  pass  upon  objections  to  nominations   20  55-56 

To  furnish  a  certified  copy  of  nomination  paper  in  case 

of  clerical  error  in  the  printing  of  ballots 23  65 

Shall   furnish   Board   of   Supervisors   with   blanks— form 

of  same    11  30 

Duty  of,  in  delivery  of  ballots   26  70 

Shall  keep  a  record  of  the  ballots  sent '. 26  70 

Fac-simile  of  signature  to  be  on  all  ballots 24  66 

•     Providing  for  the  printing  of  cards  of  instruction,  by  the.25  69 
To  receive  a  compiled  statement  of  the  returns  from  the 

Board  of   Supei^visors    7  21 

Shall   promulgate   and   compile   the   returns    9  24 

Duty  of,  in  compiling  the  returns  for  Representative  in 

Congress    9  26 

Shall  retain  the  returns  of  the  Commissioners  of  Elec- 
tion for  at  least  six  months 7  21 

SECTIONS— 

34,   35,  36  and  44  of  this  Act  to  be  printed  on  cards  of 

instructions    25  69 

SBNATORS  TO  GENERAT^  ASSEMBLY— 

When  seat  becomes  vacant  before  next  general  election 

how   provided   for    2  4 

SPECIAL  ELECTIONS— 

1  1 

STATE  ELECTIONS— 

Term   defined    17  47 

STATE  OFFICERS- 

Term   defined    17  47 

SUPERVISORS— 

(See  Board  of  Supervisors.) 

SUPPLIES   AND   CONVENIENCES— 

To  be   furnished   polling  booths 12  81 

TALLY  SHEETS— 

To  be  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  State 1  1 

And  compiled   statements    : 7  21 

How  made  out  7  17 

TIME  THIS  ACT  GOES  INTO  EFFECT— 

17  47 

TIME— 

Provisions  for  reckoning  the,   for  filing  nominations..  ..22  62 

TOWN  AND  PARISH  ELECTIONS— 

1-12  1-31 
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TRANSMISSION—                                                                 '. . .  /  'I^^.  Sectfok^ 
Of  returns  to  Clerk  of  Court  and  Board  of  Supervisors.  9  2^ 

Of  certificates  of  election  of  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress, to  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
Secretary    of    State 10  27 

TREASURER    STATE— 

To  approve  form  of  Election  blanks    11  30 

To  pass  upon  objections  to  nominations    20  55-56 

VACANCIES  IN  GENERAL.  ASSEMBLY— 

Providing  for    2  4 

In  office  of  Representatives  to  Congress,  how  provided 

for 3  6 

(See  manner  of  filling  vacancies  caused  by  withdrawal 
of  nomination.) 

VIOLATION— 

Of  this  Act,  penalty  for   16  44 

VOTE— 

(See  Penalty  for  attempting  to  cast  illegal.) 

VOTER— 

Number  of  ballots  that  can  be  obtained  by 28  74 

(See  Ballots.) 

Who  is  physically  unable  to  mark  his  own  ticket,  pro- 
visions for  assistance  to   29  76 

Registered   list,    how   made 13  35 

VOTES— 

Canvass  and  count  of  5  17 

(See  Penalty  for  obstructing,  hindering,  etc.) 

VOTIN(3— 

Direction   for    28.29  74-75-76-77 

Manner  of  votini?  for  persons  not  on  ticket 28  74-78 

Booths  or  shelves  for  cities  of  more  than  50,000  Inhab- 
itants,   provisions    regulating    the    construction,    and 

furnishing  of  27  71 

Lists,  in  duplicate,  to  be  kept  by  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners      7  21 

WATCHERS— 

At    each    polling    precinct,    manner    of    appointing,    and 

duties  of   4  1$ 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  CANDIDATES— 

Provisions  for 20  i7 
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